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Rollercoaster Competition Success
We are delighted to announce that one of our teams
received a ‘Highly Commended’ award and came fourth
place overall in the recent Siemens STEM Rollercoaster
Challenge Competition.
The team ‘Twisted Liberty’ took their inspiration from the
recent political changes in the USA. The finalists who took
fourth place were all year 7 students: Joe Barber, Nicole
Homer, Paige Avery and Beth Duda. Joe Barber, the Team
Leader, explained to the judges, “The USA were
experiencing many ups and downs and it was a bit like a
Rollercoaster Ride.” They also aptly placed a photo of
Donald Trump, on the front of the ride, to reflect the
political swing in Presidency. Nicole Homer also commented
to the judges, “The name ‘Twisted Liberty’ had a double
meaning, the ride coils around a model of the Statue of
Liberty and there were twists in the political changes.”
Last term, two teams were selected to go forward to
represent our school in the Siemens finals, after
competing against two other teams. The finalist teams
dedicated many hours of their own time, at the STEM
lunchtime sessions, to ensure their designs were of the
best possible standard for the competition final.
As part of the competition entry, the teams had to
calculate the overall cost of their rollercoaster
structures, produce a promotional video, create a
presentation for the judges and produce an evaluation of
any new skills acquired. The finals were held at Congleton
Town Hall, on February 14th, there were over 20, different
schools that competed for the top prizes.
The remaining finalist team, who also represented our
school, based their design around the idea of a gigantic
waterfall entitled ‘Tsunami Falls’. The team members
consisted of Matthew Pritchard, Hayden Brady, Joseph
Heath, Kieran Hopwood and Luke Cloney.
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Important Dates for Your Diary
13-16 March-Y7 London visit
Y5 Laches Wood
10-21 April-Half Term
24 Apr-School Open
28 Apr-Y8 photographs
1 May-May Day-school closed
4 May-Elections-SCHOOL OPEN
8-11 May -Sats Week
17 May-Parents evening 3.455pm
29 May-2 Jun-Half Term
5 June-Inset Day-School closed
20 June-Transition Day
Uniform on sale 3.30-7.30pm

PLEASE NOTE THAT FROM
SEPTEMBER 2017 SCHOOL LUNCHES
WILL INCREASE TO
£2.20 PER LUNCH.

??? UNWANTED LEGO ???
If you have any unwanted small Lego sets you
could donate to school, particularly any
characters or moving parts, we would love to
give them a new home in the Technology
department to support our new and exciting
STEM challenges! Please pass them on to
Mrs Hibbert, thank you!

WE ARE COLLECTING
SAINSBURYS ACTIVE KIDS
VOUCHERSTHE COLLECTION BOX IS
IN OUR RECEPTION AREA.

RED NOSE DAY 24TH MARCH
RED NOSES ARE ON
SALE IN SCHOOL
RECEPTION COST £1
EACH

Awards for Kara
On Wednesdays I go to a trampolining club at Biddulph High School
from 6pm-7pm. I have just achieved both awards listed below.
Award 3
To get Award 3 you have to do simple moves like a ’tuck jump’, ’pike’,
’straddle jump’, 10 straight jumps and stop on the cross.
Award 4
To get Award 4 you need to do things like hands and knees to front
landing, swingtime and 3 seat landings.

You can now follow us on twitter!
@JamesBatemanJun
Or click on the website and follow our link

If you think you may be entitled to Free School
Meals please contact the school office to find out
more. 01782 297912

All school letters are available
to view on our website
www.jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk

DID YOU KNOW…...There is
enough lead in the average pencil to
draw a line up to 35 miles long.

Fabulous Faith in Focus
Schools all over Biddulph and Knypersley have been celebrating Faith in
Focus week, which has fallen on the week commencing 6th February 2017.
This is a week of exploring, celebrating and focusing on an array of world
religions such as: Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism. Schools have
been celebrating in a number of different ways.

MFL Gifted and Talented Day
On Monday 6th March 2017 18 pupils from KS2 and 19 pupils from KS3 took part in the Modern Foreign Language Gifted
and Talented Day. The day started with 11 pupils from Y5 and 7 pupils from Y6 meeting me in the food technology
room, but there was no food in sight. Instead they were greeted with ‘ Привет!’ It was their first introduction to
Russian and the perfect opportunity to use their language detective skills. These skills include visual and audio
observation, spotting patterns and clues, team work and memory skills. The greatest challenge was getting to grips with
the 33 letters of the Cyrillic alphabet and decoding the sounds to find many words, that are actually very similar to
English. Within half an hour, the pupils were greeting each other, introducing themselves and finding out how they
were feeling. They also learnt to count up to five and finished the two hour session with a relay race in three mixed
teams. The challenge was to take one word card at a time back to their group, work out the pronunciation and the
English meaning and bring it back; if correct, they were given the next card. It was a tight race and the second and third
placed teams were only 4 and 6 words behind the winners; Lucy Forester, Mia Hill, Isabella Parkinson, Freya Snape, Skyla
Cartwright and Teigan Taylor. In total, the winning team decoded 29 Russian words, ranging from names of countries
(Америка) to sports (Волейбол) and signs you might see around town
(Кафе).
After break, all the pupils who had been chosen to participate met up in the
art room. This was another opportunity for team work, as the 37 pupils were
divided up into 6 teams of mixed year groups for another ‘race’. This time
the objective was to understand how different languages have influenced the
English language over the centuries, with words used today deriving from
Greek, Latin, Celtic languages, Scandinavian languages, Dutch, Italian, French
and Indian languages. Each team was given a ‘word house’ and had to find out where each word on the bricks came
from. Only one member at a time was allowed to leave their group and look at the cards pinned up around the room.
Once they had reported back to the group, the words had to be found on the sheet and coloured in the appropriate
colour for the language of derivation, while the next person went to find more information. Again, it was a close run
race with two teams neck and neck: Lucy Forester, Freya Snape, Lilybeth Mountford, Teagan Booth, Almira Wallace and
Millie Rourke were just ahead of Lauren Bailey, Mia Opara-Burton, Skyla Cartwright, Molly Ambrose, Nicole Homer and
Joe Mansell. The second placed team would have won, but they were given a two minute penalty for having more than
one team member away from their table at a time!
That was the end of the day for KS2 pupils, but only the first session for those in KS3. In the afternoon, the 10 Y7 and 9
Y8 pupils met Mrs Bridgewater in room 10 for a session of Icelandic. Mrs Bridgewater has a great interest in
Scandinavian languages and taught herself Icelandic last year before visiting the country on holiday. I am very grateful
to her for helping out with the day as this is not a group of languages that I know much about. Once again, the pupils
had to use their deductive and present language skills, as well as getting to grips with many new letters with accents, to
decipher information about a family tree. They then had the opportunity to adapt the model, to produce their own
piece of writing in Icelandic. All in the space of two hours. Some of the pupils have even expressed an interest in
returning to complete their work, as they didn’t quite manage to finish in the time given. I am sure you will all look
forward to seeing some photos and examples from the day, when the display goes up between the doors to the hall.
Thank you to all who took part; you were amazing!
Mrs Brennan (MFL curriculum leader)

