
How will the changes to the new English 
Curriculum alter my child’s learning? 

 
 
The new National Curriculum for English is now in use here at JBJHS. 
 
Much has been made of the emphasis on accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation, the 
presence of phonics as the route to reading, and the fact that children are expected to 
memorise poetry.  
  
The new National Curriculum is a chance for schools to take the content of the programmes of 
study and use them as a basis for building an inspiring and motivating curriculum of their own. 
The following sections provide a reminder of the key changes facing schools. 

1.     Reading 
  
The reading element of the new curriculum is based on the Simple View of Reading, where 
reading is treated as two interlinked elements – word reading and comprehension. 
  
‘Learning to read will be supported by practice in reading books consistent with their developing 
phonic knowledge and skill and their knowledge of common exception words.’ 
2014 National Curriculum 
  
‘Pupils should be taught to develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read independently.’ 
2014 National Curriculum 
   
The 2014 curriculum puts great emphasis on children enjoying literature. Fiction writing, 
including plays and poetry, are well represented in the programmes of study. We have organised 
our curriculum around longer text-based units of work, giving children the chance to study a 
book in depth, and using this as the stimulus for a range of writing opportunities 
  
Far less prominence is given to non-fiction genres. While these are still present in the English 
section of the curriculum, there is a much greater emphasis on the use of information texts 
across the curriculum. We will spend less time studying non-chronological reports this year, 
placing more emphasis on fiction and its magic.  
  
For us, one of the most significant changes is the addition of reading for pleasure to the 
curriculum: 
  
‘Pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand extended prose, both fiction and non-
fiction, and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Schools should do everything to promote wider 



reading… [Pupils] should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for 
pleasure and information.’ 
2014 National Curriculum 
  
We here at JBJHS want our students to become life-long readers. We are always working to 
develop this, so we are so proud our data now reflects this.  
  

2.     Writing 
  
This new Curriculum really places a focus on children learning to tailor their writing for audience 
and purpose, and there is the well-documented emphasis on children using grammar and 
punctuation accurately in their writing.  
 
We here at JBJHS use PALS as our common language to overview text structures and audience. 
Primarily, we use the study of Peat’s sentence types as a structural process.  
  
Writing is presented into two sections: transcription and composition. For transcription, the 
expectations for grammar, punctuation and grammar are presented by year group. The demands 
are challenging. We have found we have had to alter very little as SPAG is the foundation to the 
subject.  
  
Perhaps the most significant change, however, is the approach to writing composition outlined in 
the new curriculum. The writing process breaks down into a number of steps: 
  

• Planning 
• Drafting and Writing 
• Evaluating and Editing 
• Proof-Reading 
• Reading Aloud and Sharing 

  
By teaching children to do all of these things rather than simply ‘doing some writing’, we are 
teaching children to be craftsmen, shaping their words to match their intended purpose and 
audience. Although it is clearest at Key Stage 2, this process of planning-writing-improving-
sharing runs through every key stage and year group, from a child saying aloud the sentence 
they’re going to write in Year 1, to a Year 11 student proof-reading his answer during his final 
examination. 
  
By explicitly teaching children how to plan for each section of writing and modelling it 
accordingly, we’re teaching them to hone a piece of writing until it says exactly what they want 
it to say. We’re teaching them to communicate effectively, something they can carry with them 
through life. 
  

3.     Spoken Language 



  
The spoken language element of English has been embedded throughout the body of the 
programme of study. 
 
‘Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously.’ 
2014 National Curriculum 
 
There is a focus on vocabulary development and the importance of spoken language not just in 
English, but also across the wider curriculum. Spoken language isn’t presented as just an aspect 
of one subject, it’s also the medium through which children explore ideas and ultimately learn.  
  
We believe that, ‘reading and writing float on a sea of talk.’ Without talk, reading and writing 
become impossible. 
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