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Where Pupils Achieve and Excel 
Headteacher: Mrs T Price BA (Hons) MA Ed 

 

7th September 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I would like to welcome all our pupils back from the summer break, we hope you and your family enjoyed the 

holiday and are ready to face the demands of the new academic year. It was lovely to see over 100 new pupils 

join us on Wednesday and even lovelier to see that they were all still smiling as they left!  

 

Following a very successful year, which resulted in an extremely positive report from OFSTED as well as an 

excellent performance from our pupils in all years, I am delighted to be back and ready to build on those 

achievements in the year ahead. 

 

The good progress of all our pupils remains a priority, as does providing opportunities for the pupils to make a 

positive contribution to the school and wider community. Expectations for all of our pupils are high and we 

look forward to working in partnership with you to ensure academic performance, behaviour and attendance 

continue to improve. 

 

All of our news will be shared with you in our newsletter, Twitter, Facebook and on our website so please 
keep looking!  
 
All pupils have now been issued with a planner. Unfortunately there are two printing errors. On page 168 it 
says make up should be natural and lightly applied. Our policy has not changed – make up is not permitted 
and this should have been pointed out to pupils out and covered up today. Anyone wearing make-up will be 
expected to remove it. On page 169 we have asked you to sign various consent and policy agreements and 
have referenced page numbers for you to view the policies – again there has been an error by the printer and 
some of these are incorrect. If you need any assistance with any of the policies please contact the school.  
 
Our pupils, and how smart they look in their uniforms, is always commented on by visitors. We aim to 
maintain this high standard. Unfortunately, some girls have returned in the body con type skirts which are 
very clingy and ride up making them very short. Some pupils have also returned in branded sports shoes – 
even if they are all black they are clearly trainers and are not part of our school uniform. Our uniform 
expectations can be viewed on our website and in pupil planners. From Monday pupils will be monitored to 
ensure they are wearing appropriate attire and parents will be contacted where standards are not in line with 
our policy. 
 
Unfortunately, we have not been in a position to complete all ground works over the summer break and some 
of you may have noticed diggers and contractors completing work this week. This work is to enhance our 
safeguarding of pupils and staff and when completed we will have a fully automated gate system to access the 
school during the school day. Please be assured that all contractors have the correct checks in place and sign 
into our registers daily.  
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With this in mind and again to safeguard our pupils, access to the school grounds, is from 8:40am, unless 
attending our breakfast club. Access to our school grounds for parents/carers or any siblings that may be 
collecting pupils at the end of the school day is from 3:25pm. For the safety of all, when collecting pupils we 
do ask that younger children that may be with you stay with you and do not access the playground or any of 
our facilities. This can cause distractions whilst your children in our school are still in class. 
 
Please note that there is no vehicle access to the school grounds at any time for parents arriving in school to 
pick up or drop off children. Again, this is for the safety for all pupils and staff as pupils access our dining 
facilities throughout the school day and cross the school driveway. 
 
We are all looking forward to another exciting year, with lots of opportunities here at James Bateman and 
hope that parents and carers will support us as much as possible by attending parents evenings and special 
events. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs Tracy Price 
Headteacher 
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