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Celebrating 100 Years since the end of WW1 

Across the school learners from all classes participated in celebrating 100 years 

since the end of World War 1. 

 Bright poppy collages were created by Early Years 

 Year 1 created huge poppies for the windows and made soldiers 

 Year 2 cut and painted poppies and wrote imaginative acrostic poems 

 Year 3 created life size images of soldiers filled with painted poppies and 

wrote shape poems about the war  

 Year 4 created some amazing sunset art work. 

All the classes took part in an assembly with parents and carers where we sang 

songs from the war and shared our learning.  Our artwork and poems are on    

display in our library area along with the unknown soldier. 

BIDDULPH SCHOOLS LEARNERS’ FORUM 

Pupils from six of the Biddulph Schools’, School Councils met with Mrs Sarah Hayden, Chief Officer for       

Biddulph Town Council and her staff, on the 21st November 2018 at Biddulph Town Hall. 

After a tour of the Town Hall they completed a quiz about the town and then heard about the Woodland Trust 

and how the Council have signed up to a Tree Charter.  As part of this they wrote down their ideas on leaves 

regarding where we should plant trees in the town / village and what we can do to increase and protect them.  

 

This was followed by a discussion about the Town Plan.  Pupils in the schools had previously filled in cards with 

their ideas on play areas; and this was followed up with ideas about which local green areas should be protected 

and kept for the future.  All pupils were eager to share their ideas – well done!  - a very productive and       

enjoyable afternoon.  

 

  



  

                    

Remembrance 2018 at James Bateman 

“Lest we forget” 

2018 marks 100 years since the end of the First World War, so to mark this special event, the staff & pupils of 

James Bateman have created an amazing display outside reception by the pedestrian gates.  

  

On the 25th October, Miss Cox & Mr Champ took Years 7 & 8 on a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum. The pupils had a 

fantastic trip, participating in multiple activities whilst there. 

  

On the 7th November, Mrs Moss along with 8 pupils from James Bateman joined the rest of the Biddulph schools for 

another trip to the National Memorial Arboretum. On this trip they learnt that the poppies that we wear are created by 

injured soldiers, and to get an understanding of the challenges these soldiers face on a day to day basis, they were set a 

challenge of disassembling and reassembling a poppy with their dominant hand behind their back and their eyes closed. 

  

Our head boy & head girl went down to the cenotaph on the Sunday morning to lay a 

wreath on behalf of the whole school. Our ICT Technician,  Mr Millington, rang the 

church bells in his local village of Haughton to call the community to church for the 

remembrance service.  

 

 

A huge thank you to all of the staff and students for 

bringing everyone together for  events such as this. 

  

 

 

As part of our WW1 commemorative events one pupil from every year group was selected to attend the joint Biddulph schools trip 

to the National Memorial Arboretum in South Staffordshire. During the day pupils explored the various memorials and their sig-

nificance in 2018. Pupils also carried out a Remembrance service, each making their own contribution to say thank you. Woodhouse 

pupils read the poem 'In Flanders Fields' by John McCrae. 

  

 

 

The history department also delivered a commemorative whole school assembly in which pupils were not only encouraged to remember and show 

respect to all those who suffer in times of war, but also to look forward and think about how their generation can stop future wars. The recorder 

group provided an ensemble called 'We will remember' and one of our year 8 musicians played the 'The Last Post' which triggered our 2 minute 

silence. 

  

 

Woodhouse also held a 'commemorative Arts' competition in which pupils were invited to submit a Remembrance piece in any format. Some pupils 

produced fantastic poems and read them aloud to the school during the commemorative assembly. The winners from Key Stage 2 were an original 

poem written by a year 6 pupil called 'In the Fields of Ypres' and an unusual painting consisting of a gas mask against a poppy created by another 

year 6 pupil. In Key Stage 3 the winners were a canvas painted with an orange sky to symbolise the mustard gas by a year 7 pupil and a poppy 

design on a ceramic tile to symbolise the part played by those from the Potteries in World War One, submitted by a year 8 pupil.  



  

   

 
 

 

This tweet by Biddulph and Proud accurately sums up Biddulph High School’s WW1 commemorative 

afternoon. 

 

 

“We were invited to attend Biddulph High School’s afternoon of curriculum acknowledging WW1. 

 

As always, we were impressed by the engagement, empathy and understanding the pupils showed. 

 

Whilst on curriculum, there was no escaping that the topic was (whilst fun) a more sombre affair. 

 

Mathematics faced the challenge of organising the trajectories for artillery shells to impel the most damage on enemy troops, whilst 

others faced the difficult task of preparing the trench designs, depth, width and angles of deflection in order to protect allied soldiers 

and reduce casualties. 

 

Chemistry debated how will they be remembered - Fritz Haber was the mind behind Chlorine Gas, a devastating chemical weapon that 

killed and maimed, but also responsible for the development of fertiliser which enabled, and continues to enable, mass production of food 

to tackle hunger. 

 

Again in Chemistry, there was nerves and anticipation as they prepared smoke bombs to protect the allied advance and black powder to 

project their weapons of war. 

 

History saw the Cabinet meeting to discuss expenditure, loss of life, investment and of course the all-important biscuit rations!  “An 

army can’t march without tea and biscuits old chap!” 

 

English, where perhaps the most cynicism of the futility of the conflict was expressed, looked at the prose of the time and created 

their own.  There were definitely skilled future creative writers in this room! 

 

Geography looked at how the First World War reshaped the world!  A more challenging topic than you may expect, with countries 

removed from existence, annexed or renamed to suit their new rulers. 

 

All the while, the Honour Roll displayed across screens within the school, reminding us that we are still in conflict and that the town is 

still losing young men and women to protect the freedoms we enjoy.” 

 

 

 

Four Y4 pupils joined the Arboretum visit and read a poem on behalf of the school.  Also all pupils and staff 

dressed up to represent the times of 100 years ago.  We engaged in a range of activities including an       

evacuation drama, baking war time cakes, art and creative writing.  The day was memorable and enjoyed by a 

visit from The Mayor, Town Cryer and Mrs Haydon from the Town Council.  

  

Oxhey WW1 Remembrance Day                     

The Children received a visit for a ‘real life’ WW1 soldier and Nurse who helped them to understand what life 

was really like during WW1. 



 

 

At Knypersley First School we held a whole school Remembrance Day. Throughout the day all of the children learnt 

about the importance of Remembrance through a variety of English, Art and PSHRE lessons. We began the day with 

a whole school assembly and we were very lucky to have a representative from the Royal British Legion come and 

play the Last Post for us, which was very moving. 

 

 

 

 

 

Every child in our school also made an individual poppy, which were all placed together to create a stunning display. 

The whole school, from Nursery to Year 4 stood in the garden by the poppies to observe a minute silence. Year 4 

children also painted stones with poppy designs, which were placed in our Remembrance garden by the school        

entrance. 

 

 

Y3 Netball Festival at Biddulph Valley Leisure Centre 

 

On Thursday 15th November 2018 forty-five Y7 and Y8 Sports Leaders from James Bateman travelled to the 

Leisure Centre to organise and run this annual Festival. Arriving soon afterwards came over two hundred ea-

ger and lively Year 3s (from all the First Schools in Biddulph) to take part in lots of practical activities re-

volving around balls of all sizes. 

 

To begin with, the Sports Leaders warmed-up the Y3s by playing lots of fun games and then they worked on 

improving their throwing and catching skills, before playing team games of netball. The Y3s were very enthu-

siastic, listened carefully and worked very well for the Sports Leaders. 

 

A whole hour and a half later it was time for everyone to head back to their own schools. Most of the Y3s had 

big smiles on their faces and waved a friendly “goodbye” on their way out the door. It was a tiring afternoon, 

the Sports Leaders claimed, “but we really enjoyed it. When can we do it again?” 

 

 Wendy Holford 

 (Head of Physical Education at James Bateman)  


