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Key Vocabulary 

Source The place where the river starts 
its journey. 
 

Mouth The end of the rivers journey. 
 

Delta When the mouth of the river 
splits into many parts in a V 
shape. 
 

Cairo The Capital city of Egypt, located 
on the River Nile. 
 

Dam A structure built to block the 
flowing water of a river. 
 

Hydroelectric 
Power 

Making electricity from water 
power. 
 

Human 
Geography 

Geographical features that are 
created by man. 
 

Physical 
geography 

Natural features that belong in 
the environment. 
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The River Nile 

The River Nile is famous for being the longest river in the 

world.   

It starts (the source) in two different places, one in the great 

lakes of Central Africa and one in the country of Ethiopia. 

The River Nile is made up of the Blue Nile and the White Nile 

The length of the Nile is estimated to be 4199 miles long. 

It enters the Mediterranean Sea in the North of Egypt.  

The mouth of the Nile (the end) is a delta. 

22% of the Nile is in Egypt. 

 

The Aswan Dam 

The Aswan Dam took 10 years to build – finally opening in 
1970.  
 
Before the dam was built the river Nile used to flood every year  
leaving nutrients on the land. Sometimes the floods were too 
high and damaged crops, sometimes the floods were too low 
and so crops didn’t get enough water.  
 
Floods can now be controlled. 
 
The water is used to produce hydroelectric power. 
 
A huge lake was formed behind the dam causing 100 000 
people to move home. 

The Nile Delta 

Before the Nile enters the sea it splits up into a shape 

similar to the Greek letter Delta (triangular in shape)  

The Eastern most city on the Delta is the major Egyptian 

port, Alexandria. The westernmost city is Port Said. 
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Key Vocabulary 
Grid references Grid references are a sequence of 

numbers used to find a location on a 

map. 

Key The key is used to help understand 

what the different colours and 

shapes on a map mean. 

Symbols Shapes used to reduce clutter on a 

map. 

Scale The ratio to which the map has been 

shrunk from real life.  

Relief The height and shape of the land. 

Contour A line that is used to show height of 

the land 

GIS Geographical Information Systems. 

Allows us to analyse data on maps 

GPS Global Positioning Systems. Allows us 

to find your exact position. 

Longitude Lines of Longitude show how far east 

or west a place is. 

Latitude Latitude lines are used to show 

distance North or South of the 

Equator 

Geography Knowledge Organiser — Y7: Map Skills/GIS 
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