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Coronavirus update and school plan 
 

Dear Parents/carers,                                                                                                                               16th March 2020 

 

As you’re probably aware, the government’s guidance on the coronavirus has changed from the ‘contain’ phase to one 
of delaying the spread of the virus. We’re getting in touch to let you know what we’re doing in light of this, and what we 
expect from all of you, to help make sure our school community keeps safe and calm. 

 

We’d like to reassure you that at James Bateman Middle School we’re taking all of the necessary steps to protect our 
community and are continuing to follow official guidance from the government and from Staffordshire Local Authority. 

 

What’s the current situation? 

 The school remains open – this is the current official guidance we’ve been given 

 All school functions continue to run as normal, including our breakfast and after school clubs.  

 Pupils should attend unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the following symptoms they should 
remain at home for 7 days: 

 a new, continuous dry cough  

 a temperature/fever (over 37.8°C) 

 a sore throat 

 

 If your child is unwell, report this as you would normally by contacting the school office at your earliest 
opportunity.  

 SATS exams are still scheduled to take place week commencing 11th May. We are continuing to prepare 
pupils for these tests until we are informed otherwise.  

 We’ll keep you up to date with any changes to the current situation 

 

Upcoming Visits 

 Edinburgh - Tuesday 17th March. This visit will go ahead as planned. A number of precautionary steps have 
been put in place. Pupils will have sole use of two carriages on the train. Avanti have provided me with 
details of their cleaning procedures which mirror our own. The hostel where the pupils are staying have also 
implemented rigorous procedures to minimise risk. If your child is unwell during the visit they will be able to 
self-isolate in a single room, fully supervised by a member of staff until arrangements can be made for the 
child to return home. Parents will be kept fully informed of the welfare of pupils with daily text messages. 
Staff have access to antibacterial hand sanitiser, thermometers and tissues. Hygiene and supervised hand-
washing will form part of the daily routine. Staff will continue to monitor advice from the DFE and Public 
Health England and act accordingly as well as being in contact with school. 
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 Laches Wood – Tuesday 24th March. This is a Staffordshire County Council provider. All risk assessments are 
in place and school will implement similar procedures to the Edinburgh visit. 

 Berlin-  Sunday 28th June whilst the government are ‘advising’ all overseas visits to be cancelled, it has not yet 
enforced this decision. Therefore if we cancel this visit the school would still be liable for all costs which 
would then be passed on to parents. We have contacted NST (travel provider) and the insurance company 
both have said they will not refund if we choose to cancel.  

I am monitoring the advice closely and will keep you informed. If individual parents wish to cancel you can do so by 
letting the school know, however you will lose the full balance of the visit as stipulated by the tour operator’s terms 
and conditions.  

We’ll keep you up to date with any changes.  

 

What we’re doing to protect and support pupils and staff  

 Any pupil who reports that they are feeling unwell will be removed from class and parents will be contacted to 
collect them. If they have any of the above symptoms then we will be expecting parents to self-isolate them 
for 7 days in accordance with government guidelines.   

 Since the outbreak of the winter vomiting bug cleaning staff have been particularly vigilant. High frequency 
touch surfaces such as light switches, door handles, desks and keyboards are cleaned twice a day with  
anti-bacterial solution as advised by Public Health England. Teaching staff have access to tissues and 
antibacterial wipes.  

 Pupils have had an assembly regarding effective hand-washing techniques. We have hand sanitiser which 
pupils are supervised in using as they enter the dining room. Pupils will also be supervised to wash their 
hands on entry to the school in the morning, after break and after lunch. Visitors entering the school will also 
be expected to use the hand sanitiser provided.  

 During our assembly on the virus pupils were informed of good hygiene practice, what to do if they feel unwell 
and who to speak to if they have any concerns. Staff are aware of pupils who may become anxious during 
this period and will monitor them more closely.  

What we need you to do 

 If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible via 
email/telephone 

 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure children feel supported. 
BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and YoungMinds has practical steps older 
children can take to help with anxiety 

 Come and collect your child straight away, if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they become ill with either a 
temperature or a new, continuous cough) 

 Should the government enforce school closures or if we cannot manage classes due to staff absence we have 
access to on-line platforms in order that we can minimize disruption to learning. If this happens we will send 
out details in advance and ask you to check that your child has access to the platform from home, and let us 
know if there are any issues (so we can make sure we’re well prepared for remote learning if the school 
does need to close at some point). 

 

What happens if the school has to close? 

We’ll only close if we’re either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the school. 

In either case, we’ll: 

 Inform parents via text message, social media and the school website 

 We will also use text message, social media and the school website to let you know when the school will re-
open.  

 All pupils will have access to work – this may be on-line or through work books. Teachers will also be able to 
set work on-line. We ask that you support us in ensuring your child completes the work as any school 
closure will have a detrimental impact on progress.  
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Please keep in mind that we’re only sending out this information to help the school community prepare. There are 
currently no plans to close. 

 

If you have any questions 

Please consult the: 

 School office, if you have any questions about our response to this issue  

 NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your child may have 
the symptoms self-isolate for 7 days and then if symptoms persist contact NHS 111. 

 Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions about the 
government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools 

 Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re taking abroad 
should go ahead 

 

It’s a tricky time and we know you’re worried about the impact this might have on our community. It’s important we 
keep each other safe and talk about these events to help with any anxiety. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs T Price 

Headteacher 
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