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We have decided to reinstate our newsletter just so that we 

still feel connected and we can keep you up to date. Although 

we’re not altogether as our James Bateman family we are very 
much in each other’s thoughts. Our message to families was 

released this week - thanks to Mrs. Hawthorne for    

organising, and in return we got a fabulous message back from 

Y7 which really cheered up all the teachers and staff.  Thank 

you to the Y7 girls for being so thoughtful and organising this. 
Perhaps some of the other year groups want to do something 

similar!  

 

A big thank you to our parents for stepping in to be the 

teachers at home - perhaps some of you may fancy a career 
change when this is all done. We are keeping Padlet up to date 

and Mr Pace is organising printed packs for those of you who 

are struggling to access work with technology. More  

information is on this newsletter.  

 
The children of key workers who have been coming into school 

have also been kept busy - doing Padlet work, exercising, 

crafts and baking. Miss Cox’s team did a fabulous job 

organising the NHS banner and Mrs Lowndes has an exciting 

idea for Friday - keep checking social media.  
 

We are also going to be giving out special mentions each week 

and The Hall of Fame can be seen on Padlet - this is to     

recognise all your hard work and effort.  

 
At the moment we have no idea when schools will re-open but 

when they do we can’t wait to welcome you all back and to 

reunite our family. Your teachers are going to be calling you 

about every three weeks so please speak to them and let them 

know how you are- they are really missing you. Until we see 
each other, stay safe and look after each other. 

 

Mrs Price.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Bright Spark News!   

 
 James Bateman Middle School 



Key Worker Mural 
 

Wednesday the 22nd April, the children helped to create a life size mural of             

key workers (including warnings about social distancing). The children were very       

creative and worked quite happily in the sun throughout the day. Well done everyone! 

Staff put it up on the back tennis courts and people were walking by, smiling. It’s 

lovely to think that we have created some happiness in the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBC Daily Maths Lesson and White Rose Maths 

 

As of Monday 4th May there will be a short video on whiterosemaths.com 

for each year group, teaching a specific topic each day. The daily lesson on 

BBC Bitesize will also be on the same topic with extra video clips, games 

and activities to do. We will publish the accompanying whiterose 

worksheets (and answers) on the Padlet. Remember to email any maths that 

you are proud of to maths@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk.  



 

A message of solidarity, support, and love 
 
 

Thank you all so much for all of the wonderful comments we received after 
releasing our staff video message. It has received well over 2,000 views on 
our school’s Facebook page! 
 
We know that this must be a very strange time for the children, and we 
know that many in our community have been affected by this awful virus, 
so we wanted to send a message of solidarity, support, and love. Our aim 
was to remind the children that brighter days will come, and that all of 
the staff here at James Bateman are thinking of them all and their 
families. 
 
We would also like to extend our warmth and thanks to the creative bunch 
of Year 7 pupils who produced a video message for the staff, it made our 
day! 
 
-Mrs Hawthorne 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 500 Words Competition 

 

 
 
 
In February, some of our pupils wrote stories that were entered into 
BBC Radio 2's 500 Words competition. Everyone who entered should 
be very proud of themselves. There were some amazing pieces of 
writing! 
 
We are thrilled to say that two of our Year 5 pupils have successfully 
made it through to the next stage!  
 
A huge congratulations to Lily and Holly in 5CM for their amazing 
achievements. Only 5000 entries have made it through out of  
135,000 applications, so we are incredibly proud.  Wishing them the 
best of luck for the next round! 
 

Chester Zoo 
 
Mr Jones has managed to organise FREE TICKETS to take EVERY PUPIL in our current 
Year 5 and all our new intake pupils from Year 4 to Chester Zoo in January next year!  
 
This is part of Chester Zoo's free winter tickets for schools programme. This will link 
in with the Year 5 'Life Cycles' topic and the Y6 'Classification' topic in Science, and 
should be a great day out for half of the school. 
 
The only thing we will request in due course is for a contribution towards transport 
costs. 
 

This is obviously dependent on lockdown relaxation and social distancing rules, but is 
something for us the look forward to! 
 

Further details will be issued in the Autumn 
term. 
 

 

 


