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Where Pupils Achieve and Excel 
Headteacher: Mrs T Price BA (Hons) MA Ed 

4th September 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Firstly, may I say how wonderful it was to welcome all of our pupils back yesterday. Despite some initial 

worries and anxieties the pupils settled quickly and seemed to enjoy being back with their friends and teachers. 

They adapted really well to the new rules and changes we have had to implement. They were a credit to you 

and the school. Walking around school and speaking to pupils was great – the vibrant buzzing school we left 

behind in March is back! 

We did have some teething problems yesterday and, as I said in last weeks’ letter, arrangements would be 

reviewed regularly. I did ask for your patience but unfortunately a small number still took to social media  with 

negative and unhelpful remarks. Others chose to ring and be abusive to the admin team. Thankfully these were 

in the minority and most of the comments and feedback we received were lovely and acknowledged that we 

were making every effort to settle pupils back into school and to make sure they felt safe and happy.  

Following yesterday we have had some discussions around the arrangements and from Monday 7th September 

we will be implementing some changes.  The map on the website will be updated to include the new 

arrangements.  

 

Arrival to and from school 

 

 Designated 

area 

Entrance Exit Arrive In Finish Gate 

opened by  

YR 8 Tennis Courts Gully Gully 8.35 8.45 3.25 AWA 

YR 7 Astro Top Drive Top Drive 8.35 8.50 3.30 NH 

YR 6 Playground  Pedestrian 

gate 

(reception) 

Pedestrian 

Gate 

(reception) 

8.35 8.45 3.25 DM/HD 

YR 5 Playground Main gate Main gate 8.35 8.50 3.30 DM/HD 

 

 

• Gates will open from 8.35am. School will start for all pupils at 8.50am. Please do not send your children 

to school before 8.35am as there is no access to school and this will cause congestion on public 

highways. Unfortunately, we still have pupils outside school before 8.00am.  

• Parents – if possible do not congregate in the gully or outside the school gates.  

• Breakfast club will be open from 7.30am and the Base will run until 5.45pm should you require before 

or after school provision.  

 

Breaktimes 

Snacks will be available and should be paid for using Parentpay  
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Lunchtimes 

We recognise that arrangements this week were not satisfactory. We had hoped that by extending the 

lunch break we would be able to accommodate the 4 segregated year groups in the dining room. 

Unfortunately, this was not possible and some pupils had a rushed lunch break – for this I apologise.  

 

From next week lunch will be served in either the dining room or the hall with two year groups using 

each facility on a rota basis. Hot food options will be available in both areas and there should be 

adequate time for pupils to enjoy their lunch.  All meals should be paid for using Parentpay – no cash 

will be accepted.  

 

We have had a number of calls about PE kit and Mrs Montifroy has issued a separate letter to explain 

those arrangements.  

 

I hope that the new arrangements will ensure a smoother running of the day but should you still have 

any further questions I would encourage you to contact the school rather than using social media to vent 

your frustration. I will be the first to admit that some things didn’t go to plan yesterday but hopefully we 

can work together to move forward.   The staff are working tirelessly to resume the most normal service 

we can and to get back to doing what we all love – teaching and supporting your children.  

 

 

Thank you all for your continued support 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Tracy Price 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk

