
 

 

James Bateman Middle School, Park Lane, Knypersley, Staffordshire, ST8 7AT. 

Telephone: 01782 973900   Email: office@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk 

      

Where Pupils Achieve and Excel 
Headteacher: Mrs T Price BA (Hons) MA Ed 

 

14th December 2020  
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As we head towards the end of term on behalf of myself, staff and governors I wanted to take this opportunity 
to thank you all for following our procedures and guidelines for keeping our pupils safe and well during this 
crisis.  As a result of everyone’s diligence, we have managed to keep cases and disruption to a minimum with 
only one instance where we have closed a bubble. We are all relieved and very grateful to staff, pupils, parents 
and carers for making such an effort to follow the endless rule changes.   
 
As we head towards the end of term, I am sure you are very aware that we need to maintain our efforts and to 
be extremely careful with COVID-19 precautions, especially as Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire are in Tier 3 
(Very High Alert) and we do not wish to put anyone in a situation where they would need to isolate over 
Christmas.  
 
Many of you will have seen in the news about an email schools have received from the Department for 
Education (DfE). The email reverses previous advice and is now suggesting that schools should put an INSET day 
on Friday 18th December. We are not taking this option and will remain open as normal finishing at 3.30pm. 
 
Obviously, we do not want anyone to have to isolate over Christmas and miss family time, so we are urging all 
pupils coming in to school in the last week:  
 

• To be as careful as possible with keeping up hand sanitising, social distancing and leaving the school site 
promptly at the end of the day.  

 

• If a pupil or anyone in the family displays any symptoms at all, even marginal symptoms, please do not 
send your child to school and call the school to report an absence.  

 
WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE IS A CASE DURING THE LAST WEEK?  
The Department for Education is telling all schools that they must be “on call” for the first 6 days after teaching 
ends (for James Bateman Middle School that is Christmas Eve). This is to undertake contract tracing and 
isolation messages for any children who are in contact with a confirmed case in the last week of term.  
The email also asks that we make everyone aware of the arrangements in terms of COVID-19 cases during the 
school holidays and so it would be helpful if you could make yourselves familiar with the following:  
 

• For the first 6 days after teaching ends, (until Thursday 24th December) if a pupil or member of staff 
tests positive for COVID-19, having developed symptoms within 48 hours of last being in school, the 
school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may 
have been infectious whilst in school.  
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• Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms 
more than 48 hours since last being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers 
should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.  

 

• If your child tests positive and has been in school in the 48 hours before symptoms:  
 

Please contact school using the email headteacher@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk or 
office@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk both will be checked each day.  

 
Please include in your email a telephone number which you can be contacted on.  
 

 
A small group of staff will be on call to undertake contact tracing and send text messages/emails to notify those 
parents whose children need to isolate over the Christmas period.  
 
We will close the COVID-19 alerts at 5.00pm on Thursday 24th December when Test and Trace take over.  
 
Once again, I would like to thank you for all your support over this term and wish you and your families a safe 
and Happy Christmas.  
 
School will reopen on Monday 4th January 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Mrs T Price 
Headteacher 
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