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31st December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Following the latest guidance from the Department for Education, issued yesterday,  I must now inform you 
that there will be a further delay for Y7 and Y8 pupils returning to school. This is due to the increase in cases 
of COVID 19 relating to the new strain of the virus.  It will also allow the school to arrange the logistics for the 
proposed lateral flow testing as directed by the Department for Education. When we have further information 
about this, we will communicate it to you.  The aim is also to minimise any risk of spreading the COVID virus 
following the more relaxed rules during the Christmas break. 
 

• Pupils in Y5 and Y6 will return to school as normal on Monday 4th January for face-to-face lessons.  

• Pupils in Y7 and Y8 will remain at home until January 18th 2021.  

• Pupils identified as vulnerable by the Department for Education have been contacted directly by the 
school and invited to return as normal on Monday 4th January. 

• Children of critical workers who are not able to stay at home are also eligible to attend school from 
4th January. The updated list can be found by accessing the link below: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision#critical-workers  

• Pupils in Y7 and Y8 who remain at home will access learning remotely via Google Classrooms 
 
 
Home Learning  
Lessons will start on Tuesday 05 /01/21 at 9.15 am. Pupils do not need to attend tutor group period while they 
are at home. Registers will be taken every lesson and attendance to lessons and submission of work is 
expected.  
 
If your child cannot log on to Google Classrooms because there is an issue with their password, please 
contact the school via email homelearning@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk  
 
Mr Pace has uploaded a webinar to the website which will answer many questions around accessing the home 
learning platform.  
 
If you require the use of a school laptop during this week, please email office@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk 
by Monday 4th January and we will aim to have these ready for collection on Monday . Numbers are limited 
and priority will be given to those pupils classified as vulnerable.  
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Pupils can also access https://www.thenational.academy to supplement the Google Classroom lessons and 
resources.  
 
 
Some additional guidance for pupils:  
 

1. Your lessons will follow your normal school timetable. 

2. Pupils will need a notepad and pen when they ‘attend’ virtual lessons. 

3. A webinar to support parents and pupils was held on Wednesday 30th December at 10:00am.  A ‘Zoom’ 
invite was sent out by text message. 

4. Pupils should attend virtual lessons in a communal area and be appropriately dressed. 

 

From time to time, staff are asked to attend important meetings and training events and this will mean the 
‘live’ aspect of the lesson will be cancelled. As always, we will try to keep this to a minimum. However, if this is 
the case, the following will happen: 
 

• The class teacher will inform the class via the ‘Stream’ facility on Google classrooms. 

• A task will be uploaded onto Google Classrooms; pupils will be expected to complete the task during 
the allotted lesson time. 

 

The guidance is changing on a daily basis and you receive it at the same time as schools. I will continue to 
provide updates as we receive them. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. If you have any queries then 
please do not hesitate to contact the school in January. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs T Price 
Headteacher 
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