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26th January 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

As you are aware we have started to carry out the lateral flow testing of our KS3 pupils this week.  

 

Myself and members of the leadership team have overseen the testing and I wanted to write and thank you for 

your support on this matter. 

Many of you had spoken to your child about the process and pupils were reassured by staff on site. Your 

children were absolutely brilliant – no fuss at all. Pupils were talked through the test and it was over within 

minutes. The test itself is not the most pleasant thing but having had the conversation with pupils they 

understand why it is happening.  

Parents of pupils taking the test were sent a text to inform them that the test was negative just as a little 

reassurance after the first time. Our next test will be on Thursday. After this we will only contact you if we 

receive a positive result. Our guidance currently states that pupils only need to be tested twice and after any 

period of absence or holiday.  However, we are being recommended that it is good practice to set up a testing 

programme that will see pupils tested twice a week in the same way that we are now doing for staff. 

The reason for this change is that testing every 3 to 4 days maximises the opportunity for detecting the presence 

of the virus and capitalises on the incubation period.  

I am writing to advise that whilst we have reduced pupil numbers in school we are able to do the tests twice a 

week and therefore will continue to do so. This will be reviewed in accordance with the latest guidance. If you 

do not wish your child to be tested twice a week then please email in so that we can update our records 

office@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk 

 

Many parents of pupils who are at home have queried why permission is needed when their child is not in 

school – this is because as soon as schools reopen we will be expected to test all KS3 pupils so we are preparing 

for this. If you have not already done so I would urge you to go on to parent pay and give your consent.  

We have proven that by working together, being pro-active and communicating we can minimise risk for all of 

our pupils and wider community. The testing programme will reduce the need for bubble closures and will go 

some way to reassuring staff and pupils that we are doing everything we can to keep each other safe.  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us  

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Mrs T Price 

Headteacher 
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