
 

 

 

James Bateman Middle School, Park Lane, Knypersley, Staffordshire, ST8 7AT. 

Telephone: 01782 973900   Email: office@jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk 

     

Where Pupils Achieve and Excel 
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Dear Parents/carers,                   14th May 2021 
 
Since returning to school a small minority of pupils have struggled to adjust to the rules the school has put in place for 
the safety and well-being of all members of our community.  
 
We have had a number of incidents of vandalism -something I have not experienced at the school for several years. 
Displays have been damaged, chairs and tables cut and most recently a computer screen has been damaged. Pupils are 
deliberately blocking toilets, flooding them and throwing sanitary products around. Until now we have always left the 
toilets open and pupils are able to access them freely at lunch and break time. The general rule is that pupils are not 
allowed to go to the toilet during lesson time unless they have a medical condition in which case they will be issued with 
a toilet pass. Of course, if a pupil is desperate a teacher can use their discretion. 
 
From Monday 17th May 2021 pupils will need to sign for a key if they wish to use the toilet during lesson time. This way 
we can track exactly who has been using the facility. Toilets will be open at the start of the day, break and lunch time 
and they will be supervised.  
 
This week the staff and I have been working together to put some rewards in place for the end of term and these have 
been shared with pupils in the hope that it will encourage them to bring their behaviour back in line. Unfortunately, this 
has not had the desired effect and yet again toilets were deliberately flooded yesterday. 
 
It is deeply regrettable that we have had to take this action of locking toilets, but our message does not seem to be 
getting through. When challenged by lunchtime staff, pupils are being rude and abusive, again something we will not 
tolerate. Parents of students causing these concerns at lunchtime will be issued with a letter this week explaining that if 
their behaviour does not improve they will be excluded from the site at lunchtime. We will also be inviting parents of 
students who seem intent on disrupting lessons into school to devise a behaviour contract. Should that not work then 
fixed term and possible permanent exclusions will be used to eradicate this unnecessary behaviour. 
 
If your child is found to be deliberately damaging school property we will be invoicing you for the cost of the damage as 
well as issuing a sanction in accordance with our behaviour policy.  
 
We fully appreciate that the last few months have been challenging and we are working hard to support our young 
people, over £1000 has been spent on sports equipment for use at lunchtime, almost 100 laptops have been added to 
our ICT facilities, trips and rewards have been planned for all years and prizes will be awarded to those who can 
demonstrate the behaviours we expect. We have also set up a well-being unit which is being used to provide targeted 
support for individuals. Pupils have been advised that should they have more than two incidents or a behaviour average 
higher than 2.05 then they will not be eligible to take part in the rewards planned. Pupils should record behaviour 
scores in their planners every Friday so it should be very easy for you to monitor.  
 
I am absolutely certain that you as parents would not put up with this behaviour from your child and I would appreciate 
it if you could discuss the impact of such behaviour with them. As stated at the beginning of the letter it is a small 
minority of pupils - the majority are fantastic. However, we cannot and will not allow a small minority of pupils to 
detract from the work we are doing and if they wish to behave like this they may wish to look for another school.  
 
Kind regards 
Mrs T Price 
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