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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As we reach the end of the academic year I would like to take this final opportunity to thank you 
unreservedly for your support over the last 18 months. As a community we have dealt with 
unprecedented levels of disruption and uncertainty but have responded admirably to the changes. 
 
As we look ahead to September I would like to outline what you can expect as we return to 
normal. Our start and finish times will revert to 8.50am and 3.30pm for all year groups.  Pupils 
will use the main entrance with the exception of Y8 who will continue to enter and exit the 
school via the gate in the gully way.  Y8 will continue to use the back playground as their 
designated outdoor space. All other years will be on the front yard. Pupils will be in full school 
uniform and will change in school for PE lessons.  
 
Lunchtime arrangements will revert to normal with all pupils being served from the dining room 
and being able to mix year groups. Movement around the school will also revert to normal 
however we will be keeping our one-way system in place – this has proved to be very efficient. 
Pupils will no longer be expected to wear masks in corridors or communal areas however we are 
mindful that some pupils may wish to continue to do so and that is absolutely fine. Before and 
after school clubs will commence, as will all extra -curricular clubs without the restrictions of 
bubbles. This will enable a wider range of clubs to operate. Residential visits are all allowed and 
plans are in place to offer residentials to all year groups. We will monitor this and use providers 
who offer insurance against COVID so that parents can commit without worrying about losing 
money.   
 
Our Y7 and Y8 will do a lateral flow test on Monday 6th September and Thursday 9th September 
in line with government guidance. (Please see separate letters). They will then be asked to do 
them at home twice a week until the end of September.  
 
All pupils are now aware of their form groups and sets so if you have not had this information 
then please contact the school.  
 
Pupils attainment and well-being remain at the fore of our priorities. Our initial data suggests 
that many pupils have already made good progress towards reaching their targets. However, we 
are mindful that many pupils will still need social and emotional support and a full and 
comprehensive programme will be in place for our return.  
 
We cannot wait to be a ‘whole school community’ again and do what we do best – providing 
exciting learning opportunities both in and out of the classroom. Before then pupils, families and 
staff have the summer holidays to look forward to. I hope that you all get to enjoy some quality 
family time, to relax and enjoy the summer and have a well-earned rest.  
 
Once again thank you for your continued support and we look forward to welcoming you all 
back in September.  
 
Mrs T Price 
 

Bright Spark News! 
Summer Bumper Edition 



Year 8 Leavers Prom 
 

Thank you to all of our Year 8 leavers who attended the Prom on Friday. The 
casino-themed night was a huge success with a chocolate fountain, ice-
cream van and photo booth, our Year 8's ended on a high after such a 
difficult year! 
 
 

Prefect Fundraising 

 

The Prefects raise funds through the year to help 

pay for their Year 8 Prom.  This includes, non-

uniform days, cake sales and the running of their 

own Summer Fundraiser. This year students  

created and set up their own stalls including 

’Sponge a Teacher’ which surprisingly raised the 

most funds of all!! The total raised at the  

Summer fundraiser was £446.46. 



 
Action for Children are running a two-week workshop which is specifically designed for young 

people in their transition year from primary to high school.  (Year 6-7 or Middle schools Year 8-9) 
 

Bounce Back is a workshop that supports young people to build on their  
resilience. We understand that transition from primary to high school can be a difficult time.  

Learning some tips and techniques can help you to gain useful strategies to deal with these changes, 
supporting young people to bounce back with ease.   

Empowering young people to tackle negative patterns of thinking and behaviour that may be 
affecting the way they think and feel.   

 
Bounce Back is a two-session programme with each session lasting 1 hour.  A friendly and in-

teractive group with young people who are going through similar  
experiences.     

 
The sessions will be run online through Teams, and it is important that young people  

attend both sessions.   
 

Group One - Monday 2nd August 10:00 -11:00am and Monday 9th August 10:00-11:00am  
Group Two - Monday 2

nd
 August 4:30-5:30pm and Monday 9

th
 August 4:30-5:30pm  

Group Three - Tuesday 17
th
 August 4:30-5:30pm and Tuesday 24

th
 August 4:30-5:30pm 

Group Four – Tuesday 24
th
 August 10:00- 11:00 and Friday 27

th
 August 10:00-11:00 

To book a place or for more information email louise.moore@actionforchildren.org.uk  with Bounce 
Back in the subject or call 07855161120. 

 
We also offer support for parents via The Silver Cloud app; more information can be found following the link 

below. 
https://www.staffordshire-ewb.actionforchildren.org.uk/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Helping Young People to ‘Bounce Back’ 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Parents Evening12th October 2021 
School Production 8th & 9th December 2021 

SATs Evening 11th January 2022 
Year 5 Laches Wood Trip  29th March—1st April 2022 

Year 7 Edinburgh Trip 29th March 2022—1st April 2022 
SATs Week 9th May 2022 

Year 6 Beaudesert Trip 16th May 2022— 20th May 2022 
Year 8 Leavers Photos Thursday 19th May 2022 

Transition Day 16 June 2022 
Year 8 Germany Trip  27th June 2022—1st July 2022 (TBC) 

Year 8 Prom 15th July 2022 

mailto:louise.moore@actionforchildren.org.uk
https://www.staffordshire-ewb.actionforchildren.org.uk/


 
Term Dates 2021/22 

 
Autumn Term 2021 

 
Holiday – Wednesday 1 September 

Inset – Thursday 2 & Friday 3 September 
Term starts – Monday 6 September  

Holiday: Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October 
Term starts- 1 November  

Holiday: Monday 20 December – Monday 3rd January 
 

Spring Term 2022 
 

Inset: Tuesday 4 January 
Term starts - Wednesday 5 January  

Holiday: Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February 
Inset: Monday 28 February 

Term starts - Tuesday 1 March 
Holiday: Monday 11 April – Friday 22 April 

 
Summer Term 2022 

 
Term starts—Monday 25 April  

May Day: Monday 2 May 
Holiday: Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 

Inset: Monday 6 June 
Terms starts: Tuesday 7 June 

Term Ends: Friday 22 July 
Holiday: Monday 25 July – Friday 2 September 

 
Could you foster? 

Nexus Fostering is a well-established and highly regarded  
fostering agency, based in the West Midlands, who are  
urgently seeking full time and respite foster carers  
throughout the area. The agency is rated Ofsted 
'Outstanding' in all areas and place a high premium on the 
quality of support and care that they provide to every one of 

the foster carers and, in turn, the children and young people placed with them. 
 

To find out more about becoming a foster carer or a respite carer in Stoke and the sur-
rounding areas please call 0800 389 0143 or email foster@nexusfostering.co.uk 

mailto:foster@nexusfostering.co.uk


. 

Are you are interested in your child taking up an 
excellent opportunity to try specialist  
lessons on a musical instrument in September? 
 
Please visit  www.musicforlife.org.uk/apply-now 

 for info and online booking! 
Register by the end of July. 
 
 
 
 

James Bateman Middle School - After School Provision 

http://www.musicforlife.org.uk/apply-now




Year 6 Residential  
 
Year 6 have just returned from their 2021 Shugborough camping trip. They took part in many activities 
including: blindfold walks, archery, canoeing and more… Thank you so much to all the staff that went to 
support the children. The Year 6 pupils where a credit to the school and have come back with many  
wonderful stories and memories. Some members of 6FC have written all about their favourite day: 
 
Dear Diary, 
 When we went to camp, we did many fun things! One of my favourite days was Wednesday, because we went on the 
BMX bikes…they had a really cool track and it was fun to ride around. Sleeping in tents was really fun (not scary like 
we thought), there were only a few bugs. It was also fun when we made camp fires, 
Tyler 
 
Dear Diary, 
When we went camping, our tents were a little squishy at first… but then we got used to it and they began to feel 

bigger. My favourite activity was BMX bikes (biking) and climbing. When 
we were BMXing we had our own bike and got air when we went around 
the track – it is something I will always remember. When we were climb-
ing, the walls weren’t that high, but really fun to climb. Also, we went 
canoeing…it was really fun! We got to go in the water and play games 
half way through the trip. One of the days we went on a long walk (16 
miles), we played super-secret ninja squirrels- which was a game to see 
who can get the closet to the instructor without being spotted – I 
jumped into a bush to hide! Unfortunately, I always got caught. 
Sophie 
 
Dear Diary, 
When we went BMXing and canoeing, these were my favourite activities 

at camp! When we were on the BMX bikes we had to make sure we had the correct equipment (gloves, helmet and 
our BMX). Then we had to cycle to the track, I was the 5th one on the track from our group. The instructor took us 
around different sections of the track. Then we got to go around on our own. After that we went canoeing… this 
time we had to make sure we had a helmet, lifejacket and waterproof coat. We walked to the canal, put the boat in 
and climbed in (making sure not to tip out). We canoed to a waterfall, then we played games and floated around in 
the water. After that we got back into the boat and went back. I could not wait to get back into my tent, get dry 
and go to sleep… 
Aimee 

 
Dear Diary, 
On Tuesday we had our long or short walk. I was on the long walk with my friends 
and Mrs Mountford, Mrs White and the instructors. We had a picnic for lunch. As 
we were having a laugh and exploring, the instructor said, “Let’s play a game!” We 
played ‘super-secret ninja squirrel’, it was like hide and seek, but we had to get as 
close as we could to the instructor before he saw us. Half way home (to our tents) 
we stopped for an ice cream or milkshake! Yum!! Finally, we got back to the tents 
and took part in some group activities. Before bed we had hot chocolate and  
biscuits – Yummy! All of a sudden, the day had gone and it was time for bed. 
Tyra 
 
Dear Diary, 
Camp was amazing, me and my friends went to stay in tents and do lots of activities. Monday was my favourite day 
because my group got to do canoeing… we had to wear a helmet, life jacket and paddle (to get the boat moving).it 
was scary when we got in it, but after a while it was funny. Half way on the trip, our boat tipped over and everyone in 
it fell into the water. It was hilarious! Everyone was laughing. At the end of the trip we did some splashing games and 
we all got soaked – it was an amazing day! 
Samantha 

 

Next year, we will be taking the new Year 6 pupils on a trip to Beaudesert Outdoor Activity Centre (near 
Cannock Chase). Make sure you check out the letter on the school website to find out more. 
             Miss Cox 
 



Year 5 Residential—Laches Wood  

When we arrived with a huge ,red coach I saw a 
car park and a huge, colourful rock wall then a 
brown barn!  
The kind staff  gave us a tour of the accommo-
dation block. A canteen the lodge and dorms! 
Although I was bursting to unpack I kindly wait-
ed . In the canteen we put our snacks away and 
had an amazing tour! Finally time to unpack past 
the posh looking lodge  and two hard wide corri-
dors to the dorms. Our small, cramped dorm 
made it hard to unpack but in the end it was 
done. 
 

That afternoon  we did rock climbing walls it was 
amazing over the days but the first afternoon 
was super fun!     
      Flynn  

I had a great time at Laches Wood! We had 
dorms with bunk beds and we were with all of 
our friends. We did rock-climbing – that was in-
door and outdoor- and some people made it up to 
the top. The meals were really nice and you got 
to sit with your friends. We went on bikes 
through the forest, and you also got to have hot 
chocolate every night. In the evening, we did a 
picture hunt on the first night and we had a 
campfire on the second. We did the high ropes 
and then we jumped off a tower with a harness 
on you. We had loads of free time and we got to 
go on the field. We also did search and rescue. 
You had to go into the forest and rescue a fake 
person and then figure out how they got injured 
by breaking a code. Me and my friends had an 
amazing time at Laches Wood!   
      Milly 

Every year we take party of children from Year 5 to visit Laches Wood  
Outdoor Education Centre. We have taken children here for several years and 

they find the visit extremely enjoyable and tiring!   
The centre is situated in the south of the county and is run by  
Entrust on similar lines to their other centres at Chasewater,  

Shugborough and Standon Bowers. The programme covers a wide variety of 
sporting and environmental activities. Here are some of the children’s  

testimonials. 



Laches Wood was the best. Even though there were on-
ly 1 and 2 halves, it was fantastic. We did so many activ-
ities that were A-mazing. Some were fun, some were 
scary. Some made tears, some made laughs, but we all 
had good times. I got to stay with friends in the dormi-
tories. A few people missed home and others got home-
sick. They got well again in the end. We got to do stuff 
like climbing, high ropes, jumping of tall things and team 
building challenges. We even did search and rescue. My 
personal favourite was the climbing. In the end, it all 
ended at the high ropes. Then we had to go home and 
that’s what Laches Wood was all about!        
        
    Isaac                                                                                                                        

 

Covid 19 Testing 

 

The government are introducing new testing protocols for our return to school 

in September. Please read the recent letter sent to year 6 & 7 students which 

is also available on the school website. Please consent on ParentPay. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
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Catering Update    
 
Please note that from September the cost 
of a school meal is increasing to £2.30 and 
Breakfast club will be increasing to £2.50. 
 
JBMS will be remaining a cashless school 
and all meal/break sales payments must 
be made through ParentPay. 
 
Free School Meals 
 
If your personal circumstances have changed in the last few months 
you may be entitled to Free School Meals. You can apply online here. 
If you are successful, the school also receive some extra funding 
which can be used to support your child’s education in a number of 
ways including:  
• Pastoral staff to support Pupil Premium pupils to ensure the care 

and attendance of our pupils; attendance is strongly linked to  
• academic progress.  
• Funding to help academic progress. This includes the provision of 

smaller class sizes, extra staffing, academic mentoring and  
• educational equipment.  
• Funding to support and enhance the delivery of numeracy and  
• literacy skills of pupil premium pupils.  
•  Provision of enrichment opportunities. 
•  Social, emotional well-being support.  
 
ParentPay 
 
Please ensure all meal, breakfast club and the Base debts on 
ParentPay are cleared by the end of term.  
Thank you. 
 
 
 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx

