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Where Pupils Achieve and Excel 
Headteacher: Mrs T Price BA (Hons) MA Ed 

 

2nd July 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As we are fast approaching the end of the school year I would like to take this opportunity to answer a few of the 

questions that you may have about the first day at James Bateman Middle School. 

 

What are the timings of the school day? 

The school day starts at 8:50am and finishes at 3:30pm. A full breakdown of the current times of the day can be 

seen below. 

Form Registration 8.50am - 9.15am 

Lesson 1 9.15am - 10.15am 

Lesson 2 10.15am - 11.15am 

Break 11.15am - 11.30am 

Lesson 3 11.30am - 12.30pm 

Lunch 12.30pm - 1.20pm 

Lesson 4 1.20pm - 2.20pm 

Lesson 5 2.20pm - 3.20pm 

Tutor Time 3.20pm - 3.30pm 

 

Where do they go on the first day? 

On their first day only, we will be asking children to arrive slightly later than the other years at 9.15am. This will 

ensure that they won’t feel too anxious merging with the older year groups as soon as they enter the school. All of 

the Year 5 staff and some senior leaders will be out ready on the playground to greet them. We ask that children 

enter using the main pedestrian gate at the front of the school and that parents remain outside.  

 

Do they need their PE Kit on the first day? 

During the first week your child will be given a timetable which will outline which days they have PE and swimming. 

In their classroom they will have a named peg where they can leave it. At the moment, we are asking the children 

to come into school wearing their PE kits on the days that they have PE. They will stay in their kits for the entire 

day. Hopefully, we can revert back to the old way of doing things when restrictions are lifted some more. This 

involved the children coming in to school in their uniforms and changing into their PE kits for their PE lessons only.  

 

What can the pupils expect in their first week? 

The first couple of days will be spent as transition days, to make up for the lost time we have had this term. We 

will be doing team-building activities, display work, getting to know you tasks and much more. The following two 

days will be introducing the children to their new timetables through taster lessons. They will become familiar with 

their new books, presentation expectations, classroom management and working with one another. On Friday 10th 

September all of the Year 5 pupils will be involved in a launch day. This will include a wide range of activities to 

excite and inspire the children ready for the term ahead. As part of the day we would like the children to dress up 
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in anything related to the history of Biddulph (mining, gardening, Vikings etc.) or related to our class text (Paris, 

train inspectors, inventors etc.).  

 

What is their first topic? 

In September the topic for Year 5 will be “A Journey Through Time” which will focus on a local study of Biddulph 

and surrounding areas. In our English lessons, we will be reading ‘The Invention of Hugo Cabret’ written by Brian 

Selznick. As mentioned before, I would advise that your child avoids reading this book over the holidays, if they 

haven’t done so already, to ensure the element of surprise isn’t taken away. 

 

What should my child bring to school with them? 

It would be useful if your child came to school equipped with basic stationery such as a pencil, black pen, green 

pen, highlighters, ruler, rubber, glue stick and a reading book. Most children choose to bring their own stationery 

with them, but we do have supplies if they ever forget.  

Which key staff members should I know of?  

Year 5 Class Teachers  Miss Managh (also Year 5 Progress Leader) 

Mrs Fletcher 

Miss Roche 

Mr Ahearn 

 

Assistant Headteachers Mrs Baggaley (also the schools Designated 

Safeguarding Lead) 

Mrs Finch (also the schools SEN Co-ordinator and a 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead.) 

Mr Walton (also a specialist PE teacher.) 

Deputy Headteacher  Mr Pace (also a Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead) 

Headteacher  Mrs Price (also a Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead) 

 

We’ve set up an exciting new page on our PADLET app, especially for the Year 4 (soon to be Year 5) pupils! On this, 

you will be able to access some videos made by the Year 5 teachers to introduce themselves along with a virtual 

tour of the school. In addition, there will be a selection of transition tasks, summer challenges, display activities 

and other useful pieces of information for you and your children to have a look at in your own time. We will update 

the page with any new activities we think may be useful or fun! Please find the link below: 

https://padlet.com/lpace17/xwnj1bn7vxk8t0og  

 

To ensure that transition is as smooth as possible, we will be holding a webinar via Zoom on Thursday 8th July 

at 6pm.  

This letter is on our website under Year 5 letters where you will be able to click on the link to join. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArdeyurzoiE9CsO4HQDY3KAxELZauibQtq  

 

 

If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch via the school office. I trust that you and 

your families will have an enjoyable and safe summer break and I look forward to working with you in September. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Catherine Managh 

Year 5 Progress Leader 
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