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Bright Spark News! 
 

   

Welcome back – lets get stuck in! 
 

We are now well and truly into the swing of the new academic year. Year 5 and our other new starters 
are settling in beautifully, making new friends and familiarising themselves with the school and our 
fantastic staff.  We are very excited about the forthcoming year and recognise that we have a lot of 
work to do in respect of ensuring all pupils are fulfilling their potential not only academically but in 
terms of their well-being. The challenges of the last couple of years are not to be under-estimated and 
we are here to ensure that pupils are happy and confident as we gradually return to more familiar 
routines.  
A crucial part of our James Bateman Team is you – our parents and carers. We are looking forward to 
working closely with you in our efforts to raise standards for all pupils.  Throughout the year there will 
be many occasions when you will be able to come into school and meet staff as well as share in the 
celebration of our pupils’ successes. We will also share these with you in our newsletter, Twitter, 
Facebook and our website so please keep looking! 
 
In addition to over 130 new pupils I would like to welcome and introduce you to some new members of 
staff:- 
Mrs M Cope –English teacher and Y7 Tutor 
Mr M Lewis – Teaching Assistant 
Mrs C Beard -Teaching Assistant 
Mrs S Eccleston – Teaching Assistant 
Mr K Brennan – 1:1 Teaching Assistant  
Mrs A Oakden  – 1:1 Teaching Assistant  
Mr B Shaw – Recovery Funding Tutor 
Mrs V Cooper – Recovery Funding Tutor   
 
Our new year has already got off to a flying start with our KS2 launch days. The aim of these days is to 
really engage the pupils in their learning and the topics they are about to study.  
 
Magic and Mayhem Day is on Thursday 21st October and will set out how passionate we are about our 
reading at James Bateman. We encourage pupils to dress up as their favourite literary character and 
have a bit of fun. We have revamped and relaunched our approach to promote reading and writing and 
have launched these this week - there are some fantastic prizes and opportunities up for grabs over the 
coming year.  Our challenge as a school is to read 175, 000,000, words.! Maths continues to be a big 
focus and pupils have the opportunity to become Times Table Rock Stars – keep practicing we’ve got an 
inter-school Trust challenge to win! 
 

The school production is already underway and auditions have taken place - it was lovely to see 
Year 5 getting involved.  Clubs and activities will start next week and again there is something 
for everyone – we will also be offering some clubs to Year 4 pupils to support transition in 
preparation for next September. Pupils will also be offered the chance to attend a residential 
visit so watch out for further information.  
 
This year our expectations are higher than ever and, as always, we very much 
look forward to working with you all to ensure that our pupils achieve their 
full potential. 
Mrs Price 



 
Dates for your Diary 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 1st October 2021 
Parents Evening 12th October 2021 

Biddulph High Open Evening 14th October 2021 
TT Rockstars Competition 21st October 2021 

Magic and Mayhem Day (World Book Day) - 21st October 2021 
Half Term 25th to 29th October 2021 

Year 5 National Memorial Arboretum - 11 November 2021 
School Production 8th & 9th December 2021 

Christmas Holiday 18th December to 3rd January 2022 
SATs Evening 11th January 2022 

Half Term - 21st February to 25th February 2022 
Inset Day 28th February 2022 

World Book Day Event - 3rd March 2022 
Year 5 Laches Wood Trip  29th March - 1st April 2022 

Year 7 Edinburgh Trip 29th March - 1st April 2022 
Gothic Evening (English) - 6th April 2022 
Easter Break 9th April to 24th April 2022 

May Day Bank Holiday 2nd May 2022 
SATs Week 9th May 2022 

Year 6 Beaudesert Trip 16th May 2022 - 20th May 2022 
Year 8 Leavers Photos Thursday 19th May 2022 

Half Term 30th May to 3rd June 2022 
Transition Day 16 June 2022 
Year 8 Prom 15th July 2022 

Vegan Organic Network  

Save our Wildlife Schools Arts Competition 
The competition is suitable for all ages and will be fun and educational for younger children 
and challenging and engaging for older students. 

One winner in each of the 5 key stage groups will receive a day with willow  

artist Cherry Chung or £250.00. We will also have gift voucher prizes for the top 15  

entries from individuals. 

For more information see 

https://veganorganic.net/2021/06/save-our-wildlife-schools-
competition/ 

http://cherrychung.com/


 
 
 
 

Welcome back Year 7!  
 
I am Mrs Perkin your Progress Leader.  
We are so delighted that you have chosen James Bateman as the next step in your  
education and the Key Stage 3 staff have been very much looking forward to meeting 
you all. I hope that your transition has been as smooth as possible and you are starting 

to get used to your new teachers, classes and classrooms. I have 
already started to arrange many, exciting rewards throughout the 
year to recognise your good behaviour. At the end of each term, 
you will be invited to attend an external trip to CineBowl, Inflato 
and Alton Towers! Our residential trip to Edinburgh in March is  
also nearly full, with only a few places remaining, so if you would 
like to attend, then please contact the school for more details. 

 

 
 
 

                          Welcome Year 8! 
 
I would like to start by saying how impressed I have been by how Y8 have returned to 
school. After two majorly disruptive years, they have shown great resilience and  
returned to school ready to enjoy their final year at the school. Hopefully we will find 
this year returned to normality as we have lots of interesting learning opportunities 
and exciting events planned for our Year 8 pupils. 
 
Upcoming Events 
1/10 - MacMillan Coffee Morning (run by the prefects) 
16/10 - Open Morning (Y8’s showcase our school) 
17/12 – Ice Skating and Cinema Trip (open to all Y8 pupils, behaviour dependent) 
 6/4 – Gothic Evening (A chance for our Y8s to showcase their literacy skills)  
19/5 - Leavers Photos 
16/6 – Transition day 
15/7 – Prom 
20/7 – Leavers assembly  

 

As well as the above events we are planning half termly  
rewards and trips, including the end of year trip to Alton 
Towers. I am also pleased to inform you that despite the  
unfortunate cancellation of our Germany visit, an exciting 
opportunity is being planned, more details will follow shortly – 
watch this space! 

 

Mr S Champ 

Year 8 Progress Leader.  
 

 



 
All students should now have their login details for TTRockstars.  
Knowing their timetables really does help them to access many different 
aspects of maths. We recommend a little and often approach, just 5 mins, 
4 or 5 times a week will make a huge difference. Please see the Parent 
Guide on the school website for further information. 
 
A huge well done to Zac aka Mali Money who has 
the most correct answers so far this term. Watch this 
space for upcoming competitions and prizes. 

 
Year 6 Greek Launch day. 
 
The Year 6 Ancient Greek launch day was a great  

success - throughout the day the children had a 

chance to: explore the Gods, create beautiful art-

work, discuss and debate, learn to write like an  
Ancient Greek and take part in food tasting. 

 

The stunning artwork they have created will link to 

and inspire their first piece of writing based on their 
Ancient Greek God art. 

 

There were some wonderful outfits and some  

wonderful facts and ideas shared by the children 
throughout the day. 

 

We are excited to continue our adventure into the 

history of the Ancient Greeks! Thank you for your 
support in engaging the children in our launch. 

 

Miss Cox 

Coming soon: James Bateman 
mobile stationery shop!  

Watch this space for more details!  



 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS. 

Please call the school office on 01782 973900 to book your place at our Open Morning. 

 
 



Y8 Football Report 
 

Churnet View 1 : 2 James Bateman 
 

The Year 8 football team got the season off to a winning start with a 
fantastic win at the highly rated Churnet View Middle School in 
Leek.  

First half saw a great defensive display, Churnet put us under a great 
deal of pressure during which Thomas B never stopped running, getting back well to 
make some  

excellent tackles against the right winger. It looked like we would get into half time at 
0:0 but an unfortunate ricochet allowed their centre forward through to slot the ball 
home. In the second half the Y8 team looked to get back into the game and made  

excellent use of the downwards slope to pin Churnet View back. A brace from cap-
tain, Harry O put us firmly in control until late on in the game. A rare Churnet View 
attack led to a desperate attempt to clear the ball, a penalty was given and it looked 
like the game would end in a draw. However, Nathan H was not to be beaten, expertly 
saving the penalty then getting up to push the rebound to safety too.  

Next Fixture: St Edwards Middle School away on 29/9.    

Hello, my name is Mrs Cope and I am SO excited to have started my 
new chapter with you all at James Bateman Middle School.   

I have moved from a large secondary school in Stoke-on-Trent, where I 
enjoyed 14 wonderful years but now I am ready for a new challenge in a 
new community! I am a teacher of English and so I am an avid reader; I 
can often be found with my nose in a good book even if I have already 
read it numerous times before! I truly believe that a big factor in stu-
dents adopting the same passion, is them knowing that their teacher is 
in love with reading too! I have three daughters and so I don’t have 
much spare time but whenever I can, I like to bake cakes for my family- 
my favourite is a lemon drizzle with extra drizzle! 
When I have eaten too much cake I also like to run! 
I really love holidays and my favourite place in the 
world is Cornwall! The beaches are stunning and 
there is nothing quite like a traditional Cornish 
pasty, especially on a cold day, when it warms you 
from the inside out! Anyway, I really look forward 
to getting to know you all over the coming weeks -  
 
Mrs Cope 



James Bateman Bully Busters 
 

Here at James Bateman, we have a zero-tolerance stance on Bullying. To help us 
stamp it out this year we have our selected Bully Busters. These pupils are the eyes 
and ears on the playground. The friends of anyone feeling down, they are integral 

to our school and I'm sure they will do an amazing job this year! 
 

Year 5- Amelia P (CM), Georgia B (TAh), Charlie-Rose Y (SLF), Imogem K (BR) 
Year 6- Oliver B (FC), Sophia A (SR), Bethany K (LJ), Enzo W (AF) 
Year 7- Tyra B (LH), Callum T (LPE), Charlotte B (LC), Ava R (MC) 

Year 8- Alfie C (SC), Ethan B (AD), Lucinda J (NJ), Kimberly D (CMo) 
 
 

School Council 2021 - 2022 



Autumn Half Term 2021/22

Day Lunchtime 12.30-1pm After-School 3.30-4.30pm (Except Fridays)

Monday Yr7&8 Girls Basketball –Gym
C Montifroy

Staff Meetings
Year 7 Motor Racing Club – Front Yard - J Richardson

Tuesday Year 7&8 Girls Football – Astro - R Carpenter

Year 8 Football – Astro – S Champ              

Year 5&6 Netball – Front Y/Tennis C – B Roche&C Managh

Wednesday Year 5 Football – Astro – R Birtles

Year 5 Huff & Puff – Gym – R Smith & J White

Year 5, 6 Motor Racing Club – Front Yard - J Richardson

Thursday All Years Table Tennis - Hall
K Baggaley

Dance Rehearsals – Gym
Mrs Montifroy & Mrs Davis

Year 7&8 Netball - Front Yard – C Montifroy

Year 6&7 Football - Astro  - A Walton      

Friday Year 5&6 Handball – Gym 
C Montifroy

Year 7&8 Running Club - Boys & Girls Astro – A Davies - 4.15pm
Dance Rehearsals – Mrs Montifroy & Mrs Davis – 4.15pm

N.B. Yr 7&8 Football after school 
will be cancelled if the weather 

is poor. 
Yr 7&8 Netball will move to 

the gym

All club finishing times will be 
reviewed after Half term due 

to the darker evenings.

After School Clubs start Week beginning Monday 13th September 2021

Fixtures happen on different days and finish at a later time, usually between 5.30-
6pm.
Students MUST take a letter home for parents to complete to give written consent.

Students can either see their PE teacher for a letter or take on from the red consent 
letter folder attached to the Extra-curricular noticeboard outside the boys changing rooms.

Fixtures
Cross country – All Years
Tuesday 21st September at Westwood College, Leek
Tuesday 28th September at St Edwards Middle School, Leek
Tuesday 5th September at Birchall Playing Fields, Leek
Tuesday 12th October at Westwood College, Leek (TBC due to parents Eve)

Netball
Year 8A & 8/7B Wednesday 29th September at St Edwards Middle School, Leek
Year 7A & 8A Thursday 7th October at Endon High School, Endon
Year 7A & 7B Wednesday 20th October at St Edwards Middle School, Leek

Football
Year 7 & 8 Monday 21st September at Churnet View Middle School
Year 7 & 8 Wednesday 29th September at St Edwards Middle School
Year 7 & 8 Wednesday 6th October at Woodhouse Middle School

Cross Country pick up time:
5.30-5.40pm

Netball pick 
up time:
Approx 6pm

Football pick 
up time:
Approx
5.30pm



Thursday lunchtimes
12.30-1pm in the gym

Fridays after school
3.30-4.15pm

In the Hall

Sports Captains 2021 - 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          Year 5                      Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Year 7                                                    Year 8 



News from the English Department 
 

100 Greatest Reads 
We have an incredibly exciting year planned here at JB with all things reading. This week 
has brought the launch of  our 100 Greatest Reads: a list of  100 fantastic books that we 
invite all of  our pupils to read throughout their 4 years with us. Parents can join in, too - 
how many can you tick off ? See our website or our social media for the full list! 
 
Word Target 
At JB, we love words and we love a challenge. This year, we are combining the two 
and setting ourselves the ambitious goal of  reading 175 million words as a school! A 
giant 'word-o-meter' is on display at the front of  the school building to show our 
progress, and our pupils have made a fantastic start: already, we have awarded lots 
of  prize tickets and clocked up over 3 million words in just a week. Huge  
congratulations to Thomas B in Year 5 and Henry O in Year 8, who already have 
more than half  a million words each! 
 

Word Wars 
Word Wars have been declared! Each form group is currently battling the other 
classes in their year for the highest word count. Not only will there be a reward for 
each victorious class, but the classes with the lowest number of  words face a forfeit 
- one of  their teachers will be chosen at random to be placed in the stocks and wet 
sponges will be thrown at them! 

 

Our Library Re-opens….. Now for the Next Chapter in our Reading Story!   
 
I am delighted to have been allocated a massive £5000 budget to update our library stock. 
Books have been carefully chosen using pupil voice, filling gaps in the Accelerated reading 
levels, and working closely with Mrs L. Jones and Mrs Lowndes. Books have also been 
purchased for our 100 Greatest Reads and Celebrating Diversity sections. This sets out a 
challenge for pupils to read 100 books over 4 years – Including current favourites, classics 
and non-fiction.  
 
There is an air of excitement and anticipation in the library as pupils await the next batch of 
newly catalogued books to go onto the shelves. 
 

 Next half term the focus will be expanding our non- fiction section, our newly appointed 
Reading Crew will be busy surveying their forms and bringing back suggestions of topics 
they would like to see in this section.  



Special delivery in the Design & Technology Department! 
 
We are delighted to announce that at the start of the new school term, the Design & Technology department  
received a special delivery! We now have our own, fabulous laser cutter. The new laser technology has already 
been put to great use for our wordometer, which will be displayed outside school, as a visual reminder of the whole 
school reading word count. It will also be incorporated into future lessons, clubs and competitions. The laser cutter 
will raise pupil awareness of how products are manufactured in industry through computer aided design and it will 
cut or engrave virtually any material.  

The first year group to explore their laser potential are the current year 
8, who are currently designing acrylic clocks in lessons. Pupils 
will continue to use essential workshop  hand tools to create their creative 
products, the laser technology will further enhance the quality of the final 
outcomes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Performance - The Emperor's New Clothes! 
 

Rehearsals have now begun for this year's Christmas Play. For those children in the 
cast, rehearsals will take place every Tuesday from 3.30pm - 5.00pm in the School 

Hall and Saturday rehearsals will start after half term from 9.30am - 12.00pm.  
All dates and information are on the letter that the cast will have brought home to 

you. 
 

Information about costumes, tickets etc. will be given out in due course. 
 

Mrs Finch and Mrs Mountford 
 

 



Historical Art Society 
 

KS2, Y5 and Y6 
 

Every Friday, Room 3, 12:45-1:20 with Miss Roobaert 
 

The Historical Art Society will explore art work throughout the ages and re-create  
significant events throughout history using famous art pieces as our inspiration.  

We will begin by exploring prehistoric art (cave art). 
It is our aim to create a ‘timeline’ art gallery to showcase our pieces! 

 

James Bateman Goblin Car Club 
 

Imagine going to school and learning how to design, build and race an electric kit car—welcome to the James 
Bateman Goblin Car Club.  

 

All Year 5 and year 6 children get given a box of parts and a set of instructions from which they build a small 
electric car. The good news is our car has already been built so is ready for the children to design and make 

the bodywork, cue lots of paint.  
 

Next comes learning to drive, straight lines, slaloms, “don’t hit the cones”.  
Finally, the children get to compete against other schools in race events, competing across all aspects of the 

project from fastest car to most original bodywork to fastest team to change the tyres. 
 

We are looking for budding “Lewis or Louise Hamiltons” to drive the car, redesign the body work and race in 
June against other schools. The car is designed for our younger pupils as year 7 and 8 pupils would not fit into 

the car. Safety helmets will be provided.  
The club will start on Wednesday 22/9/21 from 3:30 to 4:30.  

See Mr Richardson or Miss Shaw if you’re interested! 

 



Uniform Swap Shop 

 

Good quality, clean uniform required! 

• Ties 

• Skirts 

• Blazers  

• Trousers 

• PE tops and leggings 

 

We are hoping to support our families by providing free, good  

quality, second-hand uniform. If you wish to donate any 

items please bring into Mrs Dalgleish or ring for  

further information.  

Aiming High Activities for Young People with a Special Educational 
Need or Disability  

 
 Details of lots of fun activities for young people up to the age of 18, 
who have a special educational need or disability and live in Stafford-
shire are available on the Staffordshire Connects link below:  
  
Search Results | Staffordshire Connects 
  
  
Young people can take part in a number of free activities (usually 1 a 
month with extra free places available during school holiday  
periods).  Young people are then very welcome to take part in more  
activities but some of our providers may ask for a voluntary  
contribution.   
 
                               The booking team is available on 0300 111 8007                                       
         (option 5) to help with booking places or any  
          queries.  

https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/results.action?qt=aiming+high&sr=0&nh=10


School Bus Transport 
  
Biddulph Town Council Transport Working Group has been made aware of a  
consultation on the Staffordshire County Council website in relation to the ‘temporary 
vacant seat scheme’. Unfortunately, this consultation isn’t well publicised and so the 
Working Group felt it was unlikely to reach all the families and young people that 
would be affected in Biddulph.  
  
The Temporary Vacant Seat Scheme has been available for children who wanted to 
access the school bus, but who were not eligible for a bus pass. Legislation has 
changed meaning that the bus must be wheelchair accessible and meet other  
accessibility requirements in order to be used for this scheme.  
  
The buses that are used for school transport in Biddulph are compliant, meaning that 
this scheme could be available within Biddulph. There is a survey here:  
            Temporary vacant seat scheme - Staffordshire County Council 
  
People are encouraged to complete this survey by Tuesday 12 October 2021. It seems 
that the only way to save this scheme in Biddulph is for the County to be aware of the 
strength of opinion. The County is seeking a ‘fair’ solution. It is our view that if this 
scheme is available to all young people in Biddulph, this would enable them to travel 
to any school in the town, easily and safely. As such, the offer is fair for all those  
living within the town.  

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Schooltransport/VacantSeats/temporaryvacantseatscheme.aspx


MOORLANDS MUSIC CENTRE IS BACK...and it’s now completely FREE OF 
CHARGE...! 

  
Dear Schools, 

  
After a long absence due to Covid, Moorlands Music Centre resumes rehearsals this coming 

Saturday,  
11th September.   Pupils can now attend our  

fortnightly Saturday morning rehearsals FREE OF CHARGE  
at Blythe Bridge High School, ST11 9PW, starting this coming Saturday at 9.30am. 

  
Moorlands Music Centre is for: 

• Complete beginners  (including pupils learning instruments as a whole class or in small 
group/individual lessons) 

• Intermediate players 

• Advanced players 
Instrumentalists and singers 

  
In other words...ALL young musicians and singers from age 7 up to age 18! 

  
We can provide pupils with instruments if they do not have one they can bring along and we 
may be able to assist with travel costs etc if this is a barrier to attendance through FOSYM, 

our wonderful Friends of Staffordshire Young Musicians registered Charity. 
  

Our fantastic team of staff, all experienced music teachers working in schools across the  
county,  ensure that pupils make progress but also have lots of fun as they learn to play in:  

• our TRAINING WIND BAND (for beginner/intermediate wind and brass players) 

• our STRINGSTERS group (for beginner/intermediate string players) 

• our WIND BAND (for intermediate/advanced wind and brass players) 

• our STRING ORCHESTRA (for intermediate/advanced string players)  
Our CENTRE CHOIR is open to all ages 7-18 with any level of singing experience 

  
Our instrumental groups meet from 9.30 – 11.30am, with our choir running from 11.30 -

12.15pm and in our mid-session break time, our ever-popular TUCK SHOP will be open for 
children to buy some sweet treats to enjoy while they make new friends and  

experience the joy of making music with other young people from across North Staffordshire 
and the Moorlands. 

 
Contact dan.hollingshurst@entrust-ed.co.uk 

James Bateman Young Voices 
 
Come join the largest children’s choir concerts in the world! 
 
Rehearsals on Tuesday Lunch time - Mrs Fletcher and Thurs-
day after school  with Mr Richard-
son. 
 
Speak to Miss Roche or turn up at rehearsal. 
 



 
Term Dates 2021/22 

 
Autumn Term 2021 

 
Holiday – Wednesday 1 September 

Inset – Thursday 2 & Friday 3 September 
Term starts – Monday 6 September  

Holiday: Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October 
Term starts- 1 November  

Holiday: Monday 20 December – Monday 3rd January 
 

Spring Term 2022 
 

Inset: Tuesday 4 January 
Term starts - Wednesday 5 January  

Holiday: Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February 
Inset: Monday 28 February 

Term starts - Tuesday 1 March 
Holiday: Monday 11 April – Friday 22 April 

 
Summer Term 2022 

 
Term starts—Monday 25 April  

May Day: Monday 2 May 
Holiday: Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 

Inset: Monday 6 June 
Terms starts: Tuesday 7 June 

Term Ends: Friday 22 July 
Holiday: Monday 25 July – Friday 2 September 

James Bateman takes its safeguarding duties very seriously.  
If you have any concerns about a child, family 

or situation, please contact school on 01782 973900 
or First Response on 0800 1313126. 

 
 



Catering Update    
 
Please note that from September the cost 
of a school meal is increasing to £2.30 and 
Breakfast club will be increasing to £2.50. 
 
JBMS will be remaining a cashless school 
and all meal/break sales payments must 
be made through ParentPay. 
 
ParentPay 
 
Please ensure all meal, breakfast club and the Base debts on 
ParentPay are cleared by the end of term.  
Thank you. 
 
 
 

Staffordshire County Council Holiday Activities and Food 2021  
Parent/Carer Satisfaction Survey 

 
We are collecting information about the Summer Holiday HAF programme 

to see if it could be improved, to ascertain what went well and most im-
portantly to gauge the children's enjoyment of it.   

 
The survey can be accessed here 

 
HAF Survey 

 
 

By answering all of the questions in the survey, you will be helping to in-
form potential improvements for HAF.   

When you have ticked all of the relevant answer boxes, you then have the 
option of adding further comments at the end of the form.   

Please note: the survey is completely anonymous and we will not record 
any personal details.  Thank you for your time. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://consultation.staffordshire.gov.uk/childrens-and-families/hafparentsurvey

