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Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome to the second edition of our school newsletter. There
has been so much going on that we have yet another bumper
edition in store for you. It has been fantastic to get back to
doing the ‘normal’ everyday things that make school enjoyable.
We have been running our extra-curricular clubs, competing in sporting fixtures
and organising visits and residential trips. We are still mindful that we must take
precautions and that COVID is still very much with us, but between us we are
managing to keep numbers down – I would really like to thank you for your
support on this. It has meant that we have avoided any bubble closures.
This newsletter includes some up and coming events and although we have
taken the decision to postpone the school production and our enterprise day
there is still plenty to look forward to including a Christmas Extravaganza,
Christmas Lunch and Christmas trips.
Just a gentle reminder about pupils using phones in school – they should not be
contacting you or vice versa. If your child is unwell we will contact you to
arrange to pick them up. This ensures they are safe and looked after until you
arrive – please could you reiterate this to your children.
We are very much looking forward to the next four weeks and hope to see you
at some of our events
Mrs T Price

Come visit the James Bateman
Stationery Shop!
Under the Canopy on the playground
on Monday & Friday

Dates for your Diary
School Production 8th & 9th December 2021- Postponed.
New date TBC
Year 5 Extravaganza - 13th December 2021
Christmas Church Service - 14th December 2021
KS2 Christmas Lunch - 14th December 2021
Year 6 Extravaganza - 15th December 2021
KS2 Pantomime Trip - 16th December 2021
KS3 Christmas Lunch - 16th December 2021
KS3 Ice Skating/Cinema Trip - 17th December 2021
Christmas Holiday 18th December to 3rd January 2022

Inset day 4th January 2022
SATs Evening 11th January 2022
KS2 Chester Zoo Trip - 10th February 2022
Half Term - 21st February to 25th February 2022
Inset Day 28th February 2022
World Book Day Event - 3rd March 2022
Trust Sport Week - 7th March 2022
Year 5 Laches Wood Trip 29th March - 1st April 2022
Year 7 Edinburgh Trip 29th March - 1st April 2022
Gothic Evening (English) - 6th April 2022
Easter Break 9th April to 24th April 2022
May Day Bank Holiday 2nd May 2022
SATs Week 9th May 2022
Year 6 Beaudesert Trip 16th May 2022 - 20th May 2022
Year 8 Leavers Photos Thursday 19th May 2022
Half Term 30th May to 3rd June 2022
Transition Day 16 June 2022
Year 8 London Trip - 27th June - 1st July 2022
Year 8 Prom 15th July 2022

Mr Carpenter’s Year 7 & 8 Pudding Club

Thursday 3.30pm-5.00pm.
Students interested must come to see Mr Carpenter in the Food Tech
Room at lunchtime on Tuesdays, there is a limited amount of space, so it
is on a first come basis. All ingredients are supplied by the students and
they must bring a large takeaway container (an old Christmas choc tub
is
ideal).
We will be making good old fashioned puddings:
Syrup sponge, jam roly poly, chocolate sponge pudding, bread and
butter pudding, treacle tart, sticky toffee pudding, Bakewell tart and lots
more.
Looking forward to seeing you - Mr Carpenter

Reverse Advent Calendar
We are delighted to be participating in the local community initiative of the
Reverse Advent Calendar to support our local food banks this winter.
Rather than taking a chocolate out of an advent calendar, an item of food will be
put into the Reverse Advent Calendar. Donations are then distributed to food
banks locally to support our local community.
Every donation, no matter how small, is important (please do not worry if it is not
something directly from the list - these are just some ideas). Through this project,
we are helping those who may be in need this Christmas. We also hope that it will
help our children to learn the value of community and to understand how doing
something little, can mean a lot.
Two large boxes can be found in the school office until Friday 10th December
2021.

Remembrance Sunday Parade
Remembrance Sunday is a day for the nation to remember and honour all those who
sacrificed their lives to secure and protect our freedom.
On Sunday 14th November, a Biddulph town centre event, led by the Royal British Legion,
commemorated those who served in all wars.
Two year six pupils from our school were part of the procession and laid a wreath at the
cenotaph to commemorate this important event. The pupils were exemplary and did
themselves and the school very proud. A big well done to Sophia and Alfie for
being a part of this very important event!

Remembrance Trip – National Memorial Arboretum
We were privileged to have the chance to send our pupils to the National Memorial Arboretum on
Remembrance Day – 11.11.21. They had the chance to
take part in workshops, learn about the
importance of poppies and remembrance, as well as
exploring the different memorials.
This was not only an important trip for
remembrance, but will filter into their educational
work also. Those who did not attend the trip still got
to work on remembrance and even created some lovely
remembrance art and writing.
We also held remembrance assemblies and a whole
school minute silence on the school yard.

Year 5 Chatterley Whitfield Trip
On Thursday 4th November we went on a trip to the Chatterley
Whitfield. I didn't expect the walk to be so long, as I had passed it in
my car hundreds of times, but when we got there, it was absolutely
worth it. We got a tour from a really nice man, who looks after the place.
We couldn't go into the mine as it was flooded. However, we got to
look around all the buildings and learn all about its history. I was really
fascinated about how they could get so much coal out of the ground and
how many hours the miners used to work.
When the tour had ended, we got chance to look around the museum. The
museum helped us understand the day-to-day
life of the miners.
After lunch, we had a walk up to the top of
the hill next to the mine. It was really tiring
climbing the hill and we had to walk up 272
steps to get to the top. When we did get to
the top, the view was amazing! We could see
the whole site and even all the way up to Mow
Cop Castle.
I really enjoyed the experience and I am
really grateful for this school trip.
Frances P 5TAh

On the 4th November, our class and class 5 TAh left school on foot and
made our way to Knypersley tracks to begin
our walk to the old mining site. Along the
way we saw horses and haybarns in the
fields, there was lots of trees and foliage.
It took us a while to get there with lots of
walking. When we arrived we had a tour
around the massive garden filled with trees
and lots of nature. We sat inside a small
room and ate our pack-lunches. After a while
we went onto the real mining site. We all
had to wear hats and had a go at pushing an
old rusty car that was used to carry coal.
Soon after we went into a room that
displayed all off the old mining equipment
and tools. It was a good and interesting
day . After, we headed back to walk back to
school.
Geargia R 5BR

Term Dates 2021/22
Autumn Term 2021
Holiday: Monday 20 December – Monday 3rd January
Spring Term 2022
Inset: Tuesday 4 January
Term starts - Wednesday 5 January
Holiday: Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February
Inset: Monday 28 February
Term starts - Tuesday 1 March
Holiday: Monday 11 April – Friday 22 April
Summer Term 2022
Term starts—Monday 25 April
May Day: Monday 2 May
Holiday: Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June
Inset: Monday 6 June
Terms starts: Tuesday 7 June
Term Ends: Friday 22 July
Holiday: Monday 25 July – Friday 2 September

Term Dates 2022/23
Autumn Term 2022
Inset : Monday 5 September
Term starts- Tuesday 6th September

Coming soon at James Bateman!
Our new exciting free breakfast bar. Each pupil will have the
opportunity to grab a fresh toasted bagel from ‘The Bagel Bar’.
We hope to set our pupils up to succeed and give them the very
best chance to learn with a healthy breakfast.
More details to
follow soon.

Mindful
Colouring Club
Monday Lunchtime
Room 9
12.45pm - 1.15pm

WARNING
Message from the PCSOs
Please be aware if parking on
ALDI carpark that
restrictions are in place if you
are not shopping in the store
and you may be fined.

Following feedback
from parents
regarding incidents
in the gully - Staff
will be on duty in
hi viz after school.

Speak out. Stay safe.
Our pupils have been lucky enough to take part in the NSPCC ‘Speak out and
stay safe’ program. This has reminded the children about safeguarding, types
of abuse and what to do if they are worried or concerned.
There was also information regarding
ChildLine and the work they do to support our young people – 0800 11 11.
There were some wonderful conversations between the pupils and as always,
behaviour was super. Thank you, Miss Cox
PCSO Assemblies
The local PCSOs have been into school to do
some assemblies with the pupils. They have not
only talked about how they can keep themselves
safe online and in the community, but also have
worked to promote behaviour that creates a
positive impact. The students were asked to
reflect on how certain actions, for example anti
-social behaviour might make our community
feel.

James Bateman takes its safeguarding duties very seriously.
If you have any concerns about a child, family
or situation, please contact school on 01782 973900
or First Response on 0800 1313126.

My name is Sally Doherty and I’m the author of Toby and the Silver Blood
Witches, suitable for age 9-12.
It’s about a twelve-year-old boy called Toby who is a young carer. Since his
mum fell ill two years ago, he has forgotten how to enjoy life and just wants
to stay at home and look after her. But mysterious things are happening in
the building behind his garden hedge. And then a strange woman with a
broken broom and a pet bat crash-lands in his attic. Toby becomes
entangled in a magical adventure where he discovers a secret city in the sky
and he uncovers a sinister plot to experiment on witches. And along the
way, he learns how to laugh again.
I live in Surrey, south-east England, with my husband and three-legged
rescue dog called Jasper. I suffer from ME which is the same illness as Toby’s
mum. This means that I have to spend most of my time stuck at home.
However, it also means that I have a lot of time to think up new stories and
work through the plots. I’m currently writing the sequel to Toby and the
Silver Blood Witches which is due out in 2022.
If you ever read my books, I would love to hear from you! You can get in
touch via my website www.sallydohertyauthor.com. You can also see some
wonderful illustrations of my characters there – Toby, Witch Bumble and
Witch Willow. There’s also Barnaby the bat – the witches call him a
fluttermouse. In fact, the witches use lots of different words. What do you
think are summer sniffles, morph munchies and a Golden Retrieagle? You’ll
have to read Toby and the Silver Blood Witches to find out!
Sally
Come and pick up Sally’s new book in our fantastic library!

Fundraising Results
MacMillan Coffee Morning - £354.90
Magic & Mayhem Day - £516..92 for the
English Department
Thank you!

There has been some phenomenal work on TTRockstars over the last
few weeks. We now have 3 Rock Heroes, Nathan H, James P and Zac B.
Their average speed per question is less than 1 second, which is
something pretty amazing.
Over half term there was a battle between the year groups and Year 8
came out victorious. Their most valued player was Libby W who
answered a staggering 13,349 questions correctly over the week.

Keep up the fantastic work, playing for just 5 minutes a day can make a
huge difference.

Win a Christmas Hamper in
our December Raffle watch out for further
information by text and
on ParentPay!

Future Voices – Our School Podcast

Earlier this month, the first ever episode of our school
podcast 'Future Voices' launched. The podcast focuses on the
topic of climate change and in this episode, we discussed how
food relates to the climate and what we can do to tackle the
current climate
issues linked to this. Milly, a year six pupil, discussed this topic
in depth with Mr Ahearn and Miss Roobaert.
The link below will take you to the podcast if you would like to
listen if you haven’t had a chance to already!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-KrQwnWejY
We will be back in December with a new episode called
'Christmas and the future' so keep an eye out on the James
Bateman Middle School Facebook page and on YouTube!
We are currently searching for our next guest star for the
‘Christmas and the Future’ episode. If you are interested in
being in the next episode and talking about climate change,
please visit Miss Roobaert in Room 3 to put your name
forward!

James Bateman Middle School

Invite Year 3 and 4 pupils to
Our
CHRISTMAS CRAFT EVENING
at James Bateman Middle School
on
Thursday 2nd December 2021

from 3.45pm – 5.00pm
NO CHARGE or booking required
Hamper Raffle tickets available, bring a pound!
Join us for some fun and laughter and make decorations
Please note – children must be accompanied at the session by a parent or
responsible adult

Year 5BB&GG

Year 6B&G

Year 7B&G

Year 8B&G

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Year 5B&G

Year 6BB&GG

Year 7BB&GG

Year 8BB&GG

2nd Autumn Half Term 2021/22
All clubs will finish at
4.15pm
After School Clubs start Week beginning Monday 1 st October 2021
Day
Monday

Lunchtime 12.301pm
Yr7&8 Shooting Skills–Gym
C Montifroy

Tuesday

After-School 3.30-4.15pm
Staff Meetings
Year 8 Football – Astro – S Champ

Year 7&8 Netball - Front Yard – C Montifroy
Wednesday

Year 7&8 Basketball
(Alternating weeks for each
year group)

Thursday

Year 5 Football – Astro – R Birtles
Year 5&6 Huff & Puff – Gym – R Smith & J White
Year 6&7 Football - Astro - A Walton

Year 5&6 Netball – Front Y/Gym – B Roche, C Managh,
C.Montifroy
Friday

Year 6&7 Girls Futsal – Gym

Year 7&8 Fitness to Music Club – Gym – A Davies

FREE - Come & give rugby a try!!
Congleton Rugby Club are running a free training session for
boys in years 7 & 8, who are interested in joining the squad or
wanting to try something new!
You are all invited to come along on Wednesday night 7-8pm on
the Astro pitch at
Eaton Bank Academy,
Jackson Road,
Congleton, Cheshire
CW12 1NT
Everyone is welcome!
For more information, please message Jenni on 0798339170

Inter-house Competitions
This term!!
During the week beginning 6th December, all students will be invited to
play in Inter-house activities for each year group.
Our Sports captains will be involved in helping to organise teams who will
then compete against others in their year. These competitions will take
place during the school day.

This time the girls will be playing basketball and the boys will be playing
football. At the end of the Spring term we will then play different activities.

Friday 10th December
Year 6 Inter-house

Year 8 Netball

Super proud of our Year 8 netballers at Painsley on 13th October. Such
a big improvement this week and great teamwork qualities shown.
Everyone enjoyed themselves and got a lot out of it. Well done girls!!

Year 7 Netball

On 20th October we had great evening of netball with both Year 7 teams
showing even more improvement tonight at the Staffordshire
Moorlands
Netball
tournament.
So
proud
of
all
of
you! Congratulations girls!!

Cross Country

A super run on 19th October by our cross country runners at the Staffordshire
Moorlands race at St Edwards. Once again everyone gave 100% and did
themselves proud! Special mention to our year 8’s, Anouk who finished 10th and
James who finished 9th. Congratulations to everyone!!

Year 7&8 Football

Year 7 Football

Year 8 Football

The Year 8 team are safely through the group stage to the semi-final of the Under
13s Staffordshire League after 2 wins and a draw.
The Year 7 team have continued to training well and work hard ready for next
year’s competition. Well done to both teams!

Extra Curricular Clubs
Club

Year
Group

Day

Time

Location

Quiz Club

All

Monday

Lunch 12.30 –
12.55 pm

Room 5

Nature Club

All

Monday

Lunch 12.50 – 1.15
pm

Room 21

Goblin Car Club

Year 7

Monday

3.30 – 4.30pm

Room 19

Mindful Colouring/
Wellbeing Club

All

Monday

12.50 – 1.15 pm

Room 9

Performance
Rehearsals

All

Tuesday

3.30 – 5.00 pm

Hall

Young Voices

All

Tuesday

Lunch 12.30 – 1.00
pm

Music Room

TT Rockstars

KS3

Tuesday

12.30 – 12.50 pm

Room 7

Board Games Club

All

Wednesday

12.30 – 1.00 pm

Room 2

Goblin Car Club

Year 5 & 6

Wednesday

3.30 – 4.30 pm

DT & Front Yard

Sports Games
Club

Year 5 & 6

Wednesday

3.30 – 4.30pm

Astro/Gym

Crafts

Year 7

Wednesday

12.50 – 1.20 pm

Room 16

Football

Year 5

Wednesday

3.30 – 4.30 pm

Astro/Gym

Young Voices

All

Thursday

3.30 – 4.30 pm

Music Room

School
Performance –
Dance Group

All

Thursday

12.30 – 1.00 pm

Gym

School
Performance –
Dance Group

All

Tuesday

3.30 – 4.15 pm

Hall

Quiz Club

All

Monday

Lunch 12.30 –
12.55 pm

Room 5

Pudding Club

Year 7 & 8

Thursday

3.30 – 5.00pm

Food Room

Historical Art Club

Year 5 & 6

Friday

12.50 - 1.20 pm

Room 3

