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Bright Spark News! 
 

   

Bright Spark News -  

The Christmas Edition! 
 
Dear Parents & Carers,  
 
We are delighted to bring you the final edition of our Autumn Term Newsletter.  
 
Although things have not been quite the same as usual they have certainly felt far 
more ‘normal’ than last year. Our team have gone above and beyond to ensure that 
pupils can not only catch up on lost learning but that they are also able to get 
involved in clubs and trips. Those opportunities are what create the memorable 
moments of a school career.  
 
The past few weeks have seen house competitions, outside speakers, educational 
visits, reward trips and Secret Santa reinstated for this weeks’ parties. 
 
The highlight of our Christmas celebrations is always our service at St John’s Church. It 
was absolutely wonderful to be back there and, as always, there was a very warm 
welcome from Rev. Fraser and Mrs Fraser. Pupils performed readings and poems and 
the choir sung some traditional carols. Keely Evans performed an absolutely stunning 
solo and this will be on our social media pages – please take a moment to watch; it 
was amazing. A huge thanks to Miss Cox and Mrs Fraser for organising and to Rev. 
Fraser for his hospitality.  
 
Our Christmas Extravaganzas have also taken place and are available to watch on 
social media. Well done to our fantastic Year 5 and Year 6 pupils and all the staff 
involved. Mrs Sheldon and her fabulous team have managed to cook 300+ Christmas 
lunches this year, and what an excellent job they did. We also hosted a community 
Christmas meal and again it was lovely to have friends and neighbours join us for this.  
Year 3 and Year 4 families have joined us for craft evenings and Mrs Shelley, Mrs Moss 
and Mrs Dalgleish have lots more ideas for the Spring term so watch this space! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and to 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and hope that you all stay safe and well and return 
fully recharged and ready to face whatever new challenges come our way.  
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
Mrs Price 
 



Dates for your Diary 
 

Christmas Holiday 18th December to 3rd January 2022 
Inset day 4th January 2022 

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations - 10th January 2022 
Year 6 Heights & Weights - 10th January 2022 

SATs Evening - 9th February 2022 
KS2 Chester Zoo Trip - 10th February 2022 

Half Term - 21st February to 25th February 2022 
Inset Day 28th February 2022 

World Book Day Event - 3rd March 2022 
Trust Sport Week - 7th March 2022 

Year 5 Laches Wood Trip  29th March - 1st April 2022 
Year 7 Edinburgh Trip 29th March - 1st April 2022 

Gothic Evening (English) - 6th April 2022 
Easter Break 9th April to 24th April 2022 

May Day Bank Holiday 2nd May 2022 
Bake Off - 4th May 2022 
SATs Week 9th May 2022 

Year 6 Beaudesert Trip 16th May 2022 - 20th May 2022 
Year 8 Leavers Photos Thursday 19th May 2022 

Half Term 30th May to 3rd June 2022 
Transition Day 16 June 2022 

Year 8 London Trip - 27th June - 1st July 2022 
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations - 11th July 2022 

Presentation Evening - 13th July 2022 
Year 8 Prom 15th July 2022 

 
 
 
 



 

December has been really busy in school - here’s  a sample of 

what we’ve been up to here and in the local community. 

All our events are on our Facebook page, please check it out. 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Many of you contributed food items for our reverse Advent  

calendar supporting the food banks in our local community. 

Thank you so much for your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrity Visitor 
 
On Friday 26th November, pupils were treated to a special visitor: 
Jono Lancaster, TV star and campaigner.  
 
Jono gave a riveting assembly, sharing stories about growing up with a 
facial difference and giving advice about learning to love yourself. 
Afterwards, pupils created some beautiful artwork and wrote letters 
of thanks. Jono took the time to visit each class throughout the day, 
answering questions and even signing a few autographs. He also 
joined a group of Year 8s on the astro for a kick-about at lunchtime! 
 
"Jono Lancaster's visit truly showed me how to talk openly about 
my feelings and made me think about how I treat others. His visit 
has showed me that others' differences don't change who they 
are." - Y5 Pupil 
 
"Jono's assembly was  
excellent. He made me feel 
like I can accept myself for 
who I am." -  
Y8 Pupil 
 
 



 

One of our students, Jessica competed in a street dance competition in Preston with her dance group. 

Her under 10s team “voltage” came in 1st place and her super crew dance group team “End Game” 

came in 2nd place. Well done Jessica! 

 
On the 6th December 2021 I went to the “calling you out” street dance competition in Preston with my 
dance group - Tribe Dance Academy.  
I have been going to Tribe for quite a few years and so have made lots of new friends especially in my 
under 10s team “Voltage”.  
I competed in both solos and duos (with my partner Misha) and then also with Voltage and End Game 
which is our mega crew team from Tribe (all age groups). 
It was really exciting as we were against other teams from all over the country. We have to dance in 
front of 3 judges and they give us points.  

 
The results for the under 10s team started to be read out and I was really nerv-
ous. He then said that “Voltage” had come in first place! We were all screaming 
and we ran across the dance floor to get our medals and trophy.  
 
He then did the results for the mega crew teams and “End Game” came in sec-
ond place. Everyone was so excited as this was our first competition as a mega 
crew. 
 
Jessica 

 
 On the 2nd December we held our 
Annual Community Christmas  
Supper. 
 
This is always a well attended event 
with tickets flying out as soon as it 
was advertised. 
 
Several families attended and  
enjoyed some fabulous food  
prepared by our Catering Team 
 
Thank you to everyone who joined 
us - we hope you had a fantastic 
time. 



Christmas Tree Competition 

Here are the winners of the Christmas Tree  

competition - it was so hard to choose an overall winner and Mrs Dalgleish had 

to have the final say. All four classes have won a tub of sweets.  

The overall winner was 6LJ - Well done! 

 

           5 CM                                              6 LJ - Overall  Winner 
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 8 AD 

                                 



School Closure for Snow 
 
Please ensure your main contact  
number is correct and that you are  
receiving the school texts as this is 

how we will contact you to advise of any 
school closures. 

 

The Christmas Hamper winners are; 
 

Matthew S 
Florence H 

Kyran M 
 

We hope you enjoy your 
Christmas goodies! 

 
A final total of £368 was 

raised for school funds. 
 

Thank you for taking part. 



KS2 Christmas Extravaganza 

Sadly our Christmas Extravanganza events had to be virtual this 

year but you can view all the fabulous performances on our You 

Tube Channel here; 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5GVPKkF_Iac0t19gAZgFdA/

videos 

 

And on our school Facebook page 

We hope you enjoy watching! 

Our Christmas Church Services took place on 14th  
December . Pupils performed songs, read poems and 
sang traditional carols. Many thanks to Rev Fraser, 
Mrs Fraser and Miss Cox. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5GVPKkF_Iac0t19gAZgFdA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5GVPKkF_Iac0t19gAZgFdA/videos


James Bateman Middle School Word Wars! 
 

Today, two of our brave staff members have faced the stocks in our Word Wars 

battle! Mr Bowers was first in the stocks for the losing form in year 5 and Mrs 

Montifroy was nominated by the winning form in year 8. Next term will see our 

continued efforts to beat the whole school target of 175 million words, and 

four members of staff will face the stocks. This term, Team JB has read a  

staggering 90,318,967 words! A massive well done to everybody involved and 

keep reading.  View the video here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=UDXeee5h0e0 

 

 

Who do you think will be 

next in the stocks? #TeamJB 

#welovereading 

School Communications 
 
Information about events in school is sent by text with a link to 
the relevant letter on the school website. Please take the time to 
check our school website regularly and update your calendars at 
home so that you don’t miss anything. 
 
 James Bateman Middle School Web Link  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDXeee5h0e0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDXeee5h0e0
https://jamesbateman.staffs.sch.uk/


IMPORTANT - SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 

 
If you have a child in YEAR 4 don’t forget to apply for 

your Middle School place 
 

See the link on the school website 
The closing date is  
15th January 2022 



 

Term Dates 2021/22 
 

Autumn Term 2021 
 

Holiday: Monday 20 December – Monday 3rd January 
 

Spring Term 2022 
 

Inset: Tuesday 4 January 
Term starts - Wednesday 5 January  

Holiday: Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February 
Inset: Monday 28 February 

Term starts - Tuesday 1 March 
Holiday: Monday 11 April – Friday 22 April 

 
Summer Term 2022 

 
Term starts—Monday 25 April  

May Day: Monday 2 May 
Holiday: Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 

Inset: Monday 6 June 
Terms starts: Tuesday 7 June 

Term Ends: Friday 22 July 
Holiday: Monday 25 July – Friday 2 September 

 
Term Dates 2022/23 

 
Autumn Term 2022 

Inset : Monday 5 September 
Term starts- Tuesday 6th September 

 

James Bateman takes its safeguarding duties very seriously.  
If you have any concerns about a child, family 

or situation, please contact school on 01782 973900 
or First Response on 0800 1313126. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5&6

Inter-house competitions!

Year 5 Boys Football Results:
1st Place: 5TAh
2nd Place: 5BR
3rd Place: 5SLF
4th Place: 5CM

Year 5 Girls Handball Results:
1st Place: 5TAh
Joint 2nd Place: 5CM & 5SLF
4th Place: 5BR

Year 6 Girls Handball Results:
1st Place: 6AF
2nd Place: 6SR
3rd Place: 6LJ
4th Place: 6FC

Year 6 Boys Football Results:
1st Place: 6AF
2nd Place: 6FC
3rd Place: 6SR
4th Place: 6LJ



 
 

Year 7&8

Inter-house Competitions!

Year 8 Boys Football Results:
Joint 1st Place: 8SC & 8CMo
3rd Place: 8NJ
4th Place: 8AD

Year 8 Girls Basketball Results:
1st Place: 8AD
2nd Place: 8CMo
3rd Place: 8NJ
4th Place: 8SC

Year 7 Girls Basketball Results:
Joint
1st Place: 7MC & 7LH
3rd Place: 7LC
4th Place: 7LPE

Year 7 Boys Football Results:
1st Place: 7LPE
2nd Place: 7MC
3rd Place: 7LH
4th Place: 7LC



12th January
19th January
26th January
2nd February
9th February

Year 7&8

Mondays 3.30-4.30pm

Starts

Monday 10th January 2022

(15 places)

Year 5&6

Wednesdays 3.30-4.30pm

Starts

Wednesday 12th January 2022

(15 places)

Due to covid, this years show will take place at Biddulph High School in their Lecture Theatre.

Inspire 2022 will take place over several evenings, with a couple of schools performing each night.
Provisional dates are week beginning 28th March 2022 and week beginning 4th April 2022.
Further details regarding this and ticket sales will be communicated at a later stage.

Clubs will start after Christmas and students will be offered a place on a first come first served
basis. There will be 15 places available for each club in the first instance.

Letters and parental consent will be on parentpay and will go live on the first Wednesday back,
Wednesday 5th January 2022. It is imperative that if your child signs up, they attend all rehearsals.

10th January
17th January
24th January
31st January
7th February

14th February
28th February
7th March
14th March
21st March

16th February
2nd March
9th March
16th March
23rd March

Year 6 Futsal

A huge well done to our Year 6 girls Futsal Team who played in the Staffordshire Moorlands 
district tournament at Fenton Manor on 9th December 2021. Despite playing up an age group 
against Year 7s, the girls showed great teamwork and progress throughout the tournament. 
They drew with Cheadle Y7 and narrowly lost to Moorside Y7 by 1 goal! Congratulations to all 
the girls including Assistant Coach, Brooke.



 
 
 
 
 
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year. 
 
If it gets tough this year, please don’t struggle. We’ve added some useful numbers below: 
 
Biddulph Food Bank 
Please call in at Biddulph Youth & Community Zone for a voucher or call them direct on 
01782 244288. You can also contact the Central Foodbank: 01782 317942 for a digital 
voucher and assistance if you are new to the scheme.  
 
Locally you can collect:  

Mondays- St. John's Church, Knypersley 
Thursdays- English Martyrs Church, Biddulph 
Food parcels will cover a family for 7 days 

 
Biddulph Youth and Community Zone, Church Road 
Order fruit and veg boxes £3 on Wednesday, for collection Thursday. Also lots of support 
and groups for all ages. 
Call 01782 244288 for more information. 
 
The Green Tree House Community Food Club, High Street 
Tuesday 10.00-2.00 
Wednesdays 10.00-2.00 
Friday 10.00-2.00 
Saturdays 10.00-2.00 
10 items for £4.50,. 20 items for £9 or 30 for £13.50 
Cupboard staples and free hygiene/ personal products. Call 07843 988440  
 
Citizens Advice offer a number of services: 
 

Help to Claim Service for help with making a new claim for Universal Credit:  
0800 144 8 444  
Debt advice call: 01782 408625 and leave a message or  
email moneyadvice@snscab.org.uk   
Housing Advice if your home is at risk call: 01782 408690 or  
email steve.tomkinson@snscab.org.uk 

 
 
 

mailto:moneyadvice@snscab.org.uk
mailto:steve.tomkinson@snscab.org.uk


If you are in receipt of Free School Meals then you will have options to attend some 
FREE Holiday Clubs with a FREE meal. If you pay for your meals you may still attend but 
there may be a small charge. Please enquire for details.  
 
FREE Creative Communities are running a Holiday Activity & Food program at Biddulph 
Town Hall. 

Fun Games 

Educational Activities 

Creative Crafts 

Sports 

Tasty Food! 

For all children aged 5-16 (age 8 and under to be accompanied by an adult)  

Book your session on: 

www.sportingcommunities.org/half-activities 

or call 07734230650 

 

 

FREE Christmas Radio Workshops!  

  

Radio Workshops is pleased to announce our radio workshops on the 
20th and 21st December. 

Free to eligible free school meal children, they’ll learn the techniques of producing,  

presenting and broadcasting! 

  

The workshops run from 10am-3pm and will take place at Biddulph High School with a hot 
healthy meal provided. 

  

Suitable for ages 5-16. Book now to avoid disappoint-
ment: www.staffordshire.gov.uk/holidayactivities 

  

If you are on Facebook please do check out the Staffordshire Moorlands Children’s  
Centre page and The Nest Biddulph.  
 
 
 

 

http://www.sportingcommunities.org/half-activities
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/fiOjCxlQ9IQ2RtvhgHb?domain=staffordshire.gov.uk

