
Bright Spark News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are delighted to bring you the final edition of our Autumn Term Newsletter. We 
are well and truly back to business as usual. Staff have worked really hard to make 
up for lost time with a school production, a Christmas Extravaganza, church       
services, trips and clubs. The past few weeks have seen house competitions,    
outside speakers, educational visits, reward trips and Secret Santa reinstated for 
this weeks’ parties. It has been so lovely to welcome parents back and to see so 
many in attendance at recent events. 

Those opportunities really are quite special and our pupils are great at throwing 
themselves into everything on offer. 

One of the highlights of our Christmas celebrations is always our service at St 
John’s Church. It was absolutely wonderful to be there and, as always, there was a 
very warm welcome from Rev. Fraser and Mrs Fraser. Pupils performed reading 
and poems and the choir sung some traditional carols. A huge thanks to Miss Cox 
and Mrs Fraser for organising and to Rev. Fraser for his hospitality. 

This year has seen a return of our panto – Aladdin and Mrs Finch and Mrs    
Mountford have faced a bit of a challenge getting all our actors and actresses on 
board and back into the swing of things but as always staff and pupils have done a 
great job and the whole school thoroughly enjoyed watching it this week. 

Mrs Sheldon and her fabulous team have managed to cook 300+ Christmas   
lunches this year, and what an excellent job they did. We also hosted a community 
Christmas meal and again it was lovely to have friends and neighbours join us for 
this. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and to 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and hope that you all stay safe and well and 
return fully recharged and ready to face 2023! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 
Mrs Price 



 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

KS2 New Vic Panto trip - Friday 16th December 2022 
KS3 Tenpin Bowling Trip - Friday 16th December 2022 

Young Voices – Monday 30th January 2023 
Parents' Evening – 8th & 9th February 2023 

Reports Home – Monday 13th February 2023 
Year 8 London Trip - Monday 13th - Friday 17th February 2023 

Year 5 Residential Laches Wood – 7th-10th March 2023 
Year 7 Residential London – Monday 20th - 24th March 2023 

Inspire Dance Week - Monday 27th March 2023 
Year 7 Bikeability - Wednesday 29th March 2023 

Easter Church Services - 30th March 2023 
Disco (All Years) - 30th March 2023 

Year 6 Sports Field Reward – 31st March 2023 
Year 8 Tubing reward – Friday 31st March 2023 

Year 8 Slavery Museum - Wednesday 19th April 2023 
SATs - 8th-11th May 2023 

SATs Reward day - Friday 12th May 2023 
Year 8 2nd HPV Vaccination – Tuesday 23rd May 2023 

Year 5 Tatton Park – 5th & 6th June 2023 
Sports Day – Friday 23rd June 2023 

Year 6 Residential Blue Peris Mountain - 26th-30th June 2023 
Year 8 Prom - Friday 14th July 2023 

KS3 Alton Towers - Friday 21st July 2023 
  

 

 



 
 

Term Dates 2022/23 
 

Autumn Term 2022 

Inset : Monday and Tuesday 5th & 6th September 

Term starts: Wednesday 7th September 

Holiday: Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October 

Inset Day: Monday 31st October 

Pupils & Staff: Tuesday 1st November – Friday 16 December 

Holiday: Monday 19th December – Monday 2nd January 

 

Spring Term 2023 

Term starts: Tuesday 3rd January 

Holiday: Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February 

Inset Day - Monday 27th February 

Pupils & Staff: Tuesday 28th February - Friday 31st March 

Holiday: Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April 

 

Summer Term 2023 

Term starts: Monday 17th April 

May Day: Monday 1st May 

Holiday: Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June 

Pupils & Staff: Monday 5th June - Friday 21st July 

Inset Days: Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 

Holiday: Monday 24th July - Friday 1st September 



 

Please continue to remind your children about the  

importance of e-safety. To help with this we now  

subscribe to a monthly online magazine which is available 
on the school website, with tips and hints about dealing 

with the perils of social media! 

If you have concerns about a bullying or bullying-like  

behaviour, please use the report button on the home 
page of the website. 



 
The school office opening hours are 8.15 am until 4pm. If you 
are calling with regard to your child’s absence please leave a 
message on the answer machine. Many thanks! 
 
 
 

James Bateman takes its safeguarding duties very seriously.  
If you have any concerns about a child, family 

or situation, please contact school on 01782 973900 
If outside of school please call  

Staffordshire Children’s Advice and Support Service on 03001118007 
 
 

Christmas Hamper Winners 
 

Congratulations to the winners of our 
hamper raffle: 

Sebastian R 
Bethany K 

Enjoy your festive goodies! 
 

Thank you to everyone who purchased  
tickets. 



Remembrance 

Here are just a few photos of the events proudly attended by James 
Bateman pupils for Remembrance this year. Lest We Forget. 

Head boy and girl laying James Bateman’s 
Remembrance wreath on behalf of pupils and staff. 



Thank you to our head boy and girl and their 
counterparts, who represented the respective 
schools during the remembrance parade on 
Sunday. 

The Year 5s had a wonderful day National 
Memorial Arboretum, developing their 
understanding of Remembrance Day, 
memorials and the impact of conflict. All of 
the pupils showed huge amounts of respect 
and thoughtfulness during the day and they 
put smiles on so many faces. We are very 
proud of them! 



KS2 Extravaganza 
 

After a number of years 
sharing our KS2 extravaganza 
with you digitally, we have 
been delighted to have our 
show back and live in the hall. 
The children had been hard at 
work learning their songs, 
dances and music to share a 
little Christmas joy. Firstly, a 
thank you to the pupils for 
their hard work; then a thank 
you to the audience for their 
support! 



Christmas Church Services  
 
Yet again we have been welcomed by St John’s church to host our 
services. Both Reverend Fraser and Mrs Fraser have been a wonderful 
support in the rehearsal and delivery of our Christmas celebrations. Miss 
Cox would like to thank the wonderful singers and readers who delivered 
the special message of Christmas. 

Thank you also to the audiences who joined in with the singing and 
made our service feel very special. We are delighted to have been able 
to share videos of our service with you all online - it is available on our 
Facebook page now. James Bateman Middle School wishes everyone a 
wonderfully magical Christmas. 



Miss Cox 
and Miss Eccleston are 

leading yoga and meditation 
club after school on Thursdays 

from 3:30 - 4:30 in room 4. 
This is a great way to look after 

your mind and wellbeing. 
Open to all year groups. 

You can sign up on the door on 
room 4. Please bring some 

leggings or shorts. 
We look forward to 

seeing you! 

 

Arbor App update 
 

Please make sure you have Push Notifications enabled for the Arbor 
app on your Smartphone so that you are alerted to important school 

messages. 
 

The School Shop is now set up on the Arbor app and can be used for 
non-uniform days, Food Tech and DT payments, raffles and other 

general payments. 
 

Remember to keep your contact details and those of other emergency 
contacts up-to-date - you can do this yourself within the app. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Christmas Around the World 

 
China 
Only 1% of the population of China celebrates 
Christmas, even though most of the world’ 
Christmas decorations are made there. 

 
Brazil 
Christmas in Brazil is in the summertime, and Santa 
gives out presents using a ladder or a trampoline! 
 
Italy 
In Italy many children get two sets of gifts - one on 
24th of December and a larger gift on 6th on January. 

Just for Fun 

Q. What does an Elf study in school? 
A. The elfabet! 

Q. What goes, “Oh, oh, oh”? 
A. Santa walking backwards! 

Christmas Crackers 



Year 5 Smart Robots 

Year 5 have had a super time in Design and Technology exploring smart 
materials this week. They have been finishing off their glow in the dark 
robots. They have also included a thermochromic panel that changes 
colour with heat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils have been learning about mechanisms this term and to finish off 
they decorated their backgrounds with paint splats, before adding a 
calendar as a final touch! Pupils will be taking them home for Christmas! 



 

Team Reading!  

This term our school has read a staggering 56,225,006 words and 4,286 
books! 
 
In November, we took part in the Bateman World Cup. Each form group had 
a different country and year groups competed in a mini football tournament. 
Jupiter were the overall winners with 8MC scoring the highest points overall. 
A big thank you to Chatterley Vic's FC for the sweet prizes for the winning 
form group. 
 
We have been competing in Reading Races, an inter-form competition, to 
see who can come top in their year groups. The winners of this terms 
Reading Race were 5CM, 6LJ, 7CMO and 8MC; they were all treated to a 
Christmas party as a reward for their fantastic reading. 
 
The Little Library has been launched, which will be available at the school 
gates at home time, each Friday (depending on weather). The Little Library 
is for parents, carers, and any other adults to come and borrow a book. No 
sign up is required, come along and pick up a book to enjoy for free. If any 
one has any book donations for either the Little Library, or the school Library, 
they would be very much appreciated. 
 
Keep a look out on our social media platforms for up to date whole school 
word counts and exciting news from Team Reading. 
 
146,000,000 words to go until we reach our target for the end of school 
reading reward! 
 





All the hard work has finally paid off and this year's pantomime - Aladdin 
- has been a great success with fantastic reviews from all of our lovely 
audiences. The cast have been amazing and have been well supported 
by the wonderful dancers, Christmas Tree Singers, technical and back 
stage crew. The success of the play is a testament to the dedication and 
perseverance shown by our pupils during the last term who have even 
given up their Saturday mornings to rehearse. We couldn't do it without 
you all, so a massive and heart-felt well done from Mrs Finch and Mrs 
Mountford. Roll on Christmas 2023! 



Y8 Mug Design 
 

Our Y8 pupils have been working on some fabulous mug 
designs in compu ng lessons this term. They scanned in 
their pencil drawings then used photo edi ng so ware to 
create their designs. All pupils will receive a FREE mug this 
year thanks to a very generous dona on from local busi-
ness Parker So ware. 





Year 5&6
Inter-house competitions!

Year 5 Boys Football Results:
1st Place: JUPITER 5TAh
2nd Place: MERCURY 5BR
3rd Place: NEPTUNE 5SLF
4th Place: MARS 5CM

Year 5 Girls Handball Results:
1st Place: JUPITER 5TAh
2nd Place: MARS 5CM
3RD Place: MERCURY BR
4th Place: NEPTUNE 5SLF

Year 6 Girls Handball Results:
1st Place: MARS 6SR
2nd Place: NEPTUNE 6FC
3rd Place: JUPITER 6AF
4th Place: MERCURY 6LJ

Year 6 Boys Football Results:
1st Place:  MARS 6SR
2nd Place: NEPTUNE 6FC
Joint MERCURY 6LJ
3rd Place:  JUPITER 6AF



Year 7&8
Inter-house Competitions!

Year 8 Boys Football Results:
1st Place: MERCURY 8LH
2ND Place: JUPITER 8MC
3rd Place: NEPTUNE 8LPE
4th Place: MARS 8LC

Year 8 Girls Basketball Results:
1st Place: NEPTUNE 8LPE
2nd Place: JUPITER 8MC
Joint MARS 8LC
3rd Place: MERCURY 8LH

Year 7 Girls Basketball Results:
Joint JUPITER 7AD
1st Place: MARS 7NJ
3rd Place: MERCURY 7CMO
4th Place: MARS 7NJ
Positions on goal average

Year 7 Boys Football Results:
1st Place: NEPTUNE 7SC
2nd Place: JUPITER 7AD
3rd Place: MARS 7NJ
4th Place: MERCURY 7CMO



Year 7 Netball
Well done to all the Year 7 netballers who enjoyed a great night of netball at St Edwards on 
Thursday 3rd November, as part of the Staffordshire Moorlands League. You were brilliant!!

Year 7&8 Netball
Year 7&8 netballers had a successful night on Thursday 17th November at Fenton Manor. Huge 
congratulations to all the girls involved. 
Year 7 Results Year 8 Results
Drew 0-0 against Woodhouse Won 4-3 against Woodhouse
Lost 0-3 against Churnet View Lost 2-5 against Churnet View
Drew 0-0 against St Edwards Won 4-0 against St Edwards



Inspire Dance 2023 will take place on Tuesday 28th March 2023, in the Lecture Theatre at Biddulph
High School.

Participation in this year’s event is limited to a maximum of 22 Year 5&6 and 26 Year 7&8
students, due to the stage size and last year’s numbers. To ensure the process is fair, the first
22/26 students who give consent on Arbor, will be given a place. The dates for the clubs are listed
below. It is imperative that if your child signs up, they attend all rehearsals.

Year 7 Futsal

A huge well done to our Year 7 girls Futsal Team who played in the Staffordshire Moorlands
district tournament at Fenton Manor on 6th December 2022. The girls played so well as a
team, drawing 1-1 with Painsley and 1-1 with Endon to finish 2nd place overall. This is a great
result. Congratulations to all the girls that competed.

Year 7&8
Mondays 3.30-4.30pm

Starts
Monday 9th January 2023

(Still places left)

Year 5&6
Wednesdays 3.30-4.30pm

Starts
Wednesday 11th January 2023

(Still places left)

Mon 9th January
Mon 16th January
Mon 23rd January
Mon 30th January
Mon 6th February
Mon 13th February
Mon 27th February
Mon 6th March
Mon 13th March
Mon 20th March

Wed 11th January
Wed 18th January
Wed 25th January
Wed 1st February
Wed 8th February
Wed 15th February
Wed 1st March
Wed 8th March
Wed 15th March
Wed 22nd March



Year 8 Football 
Officiating Course

The Secondary School Teacher Training (STT) Project has not only supported our teachers
within Staffordshire Moorlands develop Sports Leadership within their school, it has enabled
us to run new courses for our students.

On Tuesday 29th November, Year 8 students from James Bateman, Churnet View and
Woodhouse were invited to attend a football officiating course at James Bateman ran by Mr
Ahearn. The course has enabled leaders to develop their officiating skills and confidence to
referee key stage 2 football games and has also provided them with invaluable skills which can
be used throughout their life.

Congratulations to Alfie, Sam, Tom, Josh, Harvey, Sam, Olly and Ethan who completed the
course.

Year 7&8 
Gymnastics Club

We are running a gymnastics club for Year 7&8 boys and girls on Mondays after school, starting
Monday 9th January 2023. Local gymnastics coach Lindsay Digney will run the club and has a great
deal of experience. The sessions will run from 3.30-4.30pm and will cover a range of activities from
floor work to apparatus work. No prior knowledge/experience is necessary; Lindsay will cater for all
abilities.

Five sessions will run on the dates below. Please note that this is the same day as the Inspire Dance
rehearsals, so students will not be able to do both. Unfortunately, we were unable to avoid this.

Dates: Monday 9th , 16th, 23rd, 30th January and Monday 6th February 2023.

The sessions are free but there is a limited number that can attend due to space and safety. It will be
on a first come first serve basis and there will be 18 places available. All consent slips must be
returned to Mrs Montifroy in person, for monitoring of places.

















The full newsletter from Cerebral Palsy Mid Staffordshire can be seen on their website at 
www.cpmidstaffs.co.uk/ 


