
Bright Spark News 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
What a fantastic half term!  The last few weeks have been extremely busy with 
lots to celebrate. Our big focus this half term has been on safety – road safety 
and internet safety sessions have been part of the curriculum for all year 
groups. We have also welcomed lots of Y4 pupils to school to participate in 
science and arts afternoons and we very much look forward to seeing them 
again when they join us in Y5 in September. Our sports fixtures calendar  
remains as busy as ever and our new orienteering course is now in full use. 
Faith in Focus has taken place this week and has given pupils the opportunity 
to explore different faiths and cultures. Our roving reporters visit the school to 
create a newsletter to celebrate this event which takes place in all Biddulph 
schools.  
The highlight of the half term has to be the Y8 trip to London where our pupils 
got the opportunity to meet and speak to King Charles III. When we organise 
these visits we want to create memories that last a life time and I certainly 
think that was achieved! If you haven’t had the opportunity to see the photos 
and video have a look on Facebook and Twitter – the pupils faces say it all! 
Next half term promises to be just as busy and just as exciting with Y7 off to 
London and Y5 to Laches Wood. Y6 pupils are in full swing preparing for 
SATS and attendance is crucial. SATS week is from Tues 9th May to Friday 
12th May. The last few years have seen 100% attendance that week and so we 
are hoping for the same this year. 
We are also hoping to launch a PTFA next half term so if that is something you 
would be interested in please contact the school office. As a charitable  
organisation the group can fund raise and access funding which will come 
straight back into school to spend on pupils.  
 

Have a lovely half term break and we look forward to seeing pupils return on 
Tuesday 28th Feb  
 

Mrs T Price 
 

 



 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

School closes (Half term) – Friday 17th February 2023 
Inset day - Monday 27th February 2023 

Year 5 Residential Laches Wood – 7th-10th March 2023 
Year 7 Residential London – Monday 20th - 24th March 2023 

Inspire Dance Week - Monday 27th March 2023 
Inspire Dance Evening Performance – Tuesday 28th March 2023 

Year 7 Bikeability - Wednesday 29th March 2023 
Easter Church Services - 30th March 2023 

Disco (All Years) - 30th March 2023 
Year 6 Sports Field Reward – 31st March 2023 

Year 8 Tubing Reward – Friday 31st March 2023 
School closes (Easter) – Friday 31st March 2023 

School open Monday 17th April 2023 
Year 8 Slavery Museum - Wednesday 19th April 2023 

May Day (school closed) – Monday 1st May 2023 
Extra Bank Holiday (School closed) – 8th May 2023 

SATs – 9th-12th May 2023 
Year 8 2nd HPV Vaccination – Tuesday 23rd May 2023 

School closes (Half term) – Friday 26th May 2023 
School opens – Monday 5th June 2023 
5CM & 5BR Tatton Park – 5th June 2023 
5RB & 5TAH Tatton Park – 6th June 2023 
Transition Day – Thursday 22nd June 2023 

Sports Day – Friday 23rd June 2023 
Year 6 Residential Blue Peris Mountain - 26th-30th June 2023 

Year 8 Prom - Friday 14th July 2023 
KS3 Alton Towers - Friday 21st July 2023 

School closes (pupils) – Friday 21st July 2023 
Inset Days – 24th & 25th July 

  
 

DID YOU KNOW…….. 
 
Next time you see a statue in a park of someone on a 
horse, look at the horse’s legs. 
 
If the horse has both front legs in the air, the person 
on the horse died in battle. 
 
If the horse has one front leg in the air, the person 
died as a  result of wounds received in battle. 
 
If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the person 
died of natural causes. 

Did you know…… ‘Forty’ is the ONLY number 
with its letters in alphabetical order 

Just for fun 
 
What is the name of the 

character behind bars in the Mo-
nopoly board game??? 
Answers to Mrs Moss. 



 
 

Term Dates 2022/23 
Spring Term 2023 

Term starts: Tuesday 3rd January 

Holiday: Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February 

Inset Day - Monday 27th February 

Pupils & Staff: Tuesday 28th February - Friday 31st March 

Holiday: Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 2023 

Term starts: Monday 17th April 

May Day: Monday 1st May 

Holiday: Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June 

Pupils & Staff: Monday 5th June - Friday 21st July 

Inset Days: Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 

Holiday: Monday 24th July - Friday 1st September 

 



 

Please continue to remind your children about the  

importance of e-safety. To help with this we now  

subscribe to a monthly online magazine which is available 
on the school website, with tips and hints about dealing 

with the perils of social media! 

If you have concerns about a bullying or bullying-like  

behaviour, please use the report button on the home 
page of the website. 



James Bateman takes its safeguarding duties very seriously.  
If you have any concerns about a child, family 

or situation, please contact school on 01782 973900 
If outside of school please call  

Staffordshire Children’s Advice and Support Service on 03001118007 
 
 

Exciting News 
          

Victory!!! On Monday 30th January our fantastic Y7 and Y8 'Youth Speaks' teams took place 
in a prestigious public speaking competition at the Town Hall in Biddulph.  Our Y7 team 
spoke about the importance of looking after our  
mental well-being and our Y8 team spoke about the importance of teaching sign language in 
schools.  Both teams were absolutely fantastic and the amount of hard work, and determina-
tion that went into their presentations was absolutely phenomenal.   
 
We are delighted to say that our Y7 team were the overall winners of the intermediate heat!  
They were highly commended by the judges for their choice of topic, their team work, not  
relying on notes and how well they structured their talk.  The team is working hard preparing 
for the final.  
 
Our Y8 team, who won this heat last year, have acted as fantastic mentors for the Y7 team 
and have advised and guided them during the process.  We are so proud of how graceful they 
have been in handing over the winning baton to them! 
 
The Y7 team are now through to the final which will be on Sunday 5th March at Frodsham 
Hall.  Fingers crossed and we will keep you posted! 

Our wonderful Year 8 team 

Our wonderful Year 7 team 



Bread Bake Off 
 

Year 8 have planned bread designs in their Food Technology lessons. 
This week they put their designs into practice with super kneading 
skills along with impressive creativity. 
All designs were fantastic -Well done to all. 



It is coming to that time of year again 
where we celebrate faith and diversity! 
We will be celebrating Faith In Focus on 
17th February 2023. There will be a number 
of fun activities allowing the children to 
explore other religions, including: art,  
music, drama, debate and more… We can-
not wait to share some photos and work 
from this special day with you. If you 
would like to explore some religions your-
self, the BBC is a fabulous source -  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ks2-religious
-studies/z6pbqp3 

 
Year 8 London 

 
Year 8 pupils have arrived safely in London….Just a few taster photographs, 
there will be a full write up in the next edition. 



Forest Schools 
Our Forest School Y5 pupils this half term have been working with different outdoor equipment, building 
dens and collaborating as a team. Over the last few weeks, they have successfully leant how to use  
loppers correctly and safely. A few words from the Forest School pupils themselves. 
 
Sam Y5 - What I love about Forest School is using the bug hotel and building amazing dens with my  
mates. 
 
Kobe Y5 - I loved building our dens and meeting new friends.  
 
Evie Y5 - I really enjoyed making our own slide using a tarpaulin. I enjoy the freedom of being outside 
and using clay to build our own clay friends.  

Craft Club 
Craft Club has been very busy this year and we have seen some fantastic creations.  We have 
made Autumn pumpkins, wooden beaded keyrings, Christmas decorations and some beauti-
fully simple Valentine’s cards.  We only currently sell these as and when at school but we are 
working on ways to open this up to the wider community.  Craft Club is on every Tuesday for 
KS3 in Mrs Cope’s room (RM 16).  We have lots of fun and use plenty of Mod-Podge!  Our 
overall goal is to be able to buy our very own Cricut machine so we can personalise lots of 
craft goodies!  Watch this space!  



Young Voices 2023  
 

 
On Monday 30th January we took over 40  
pupils from James Bateman to take part 
in the largest choir in the UK. This year 
there were over 8,000 children from 
across the  
area at the AO arena Manchester.   
Our pupils have been rehearsing the songs since September, 
working really hard and had the pleasure of  
performing with none other than Heather Small herself along 
to the song ‘ProudÕ.  
Pupils also had the pleasure to perform alongside urban 
strides, the beatbox collective and violist Anna Phoebe. We 
had a great, enjoyable day, even if it was very long and tiring, 
the pupils 
represented the school fantastically!  
 
We look forward to young voices 2024 and hope to have a 
choir just as excellent!  

 
The school office opening hours are 8.15 am  
until 4pm. If you are calling with regard to your 
child’s absence please leave a message on the 
answer machine. Many thanks! 
 
 
 



KS3 Grab & Go 
 

We have launched a KS3 grab and go      
option at lunch times. Pupils can now order 

a meal during morning registration to  
collect from the new ‘Grab and Go’ station in the hall.  
This was done based on feedback from pupils at the student council 

regarding queuing in the canteen and them wanting a quicker service. 
This new option has proved popular and is not only providing a better 

dining experience in KS3, KS2 are also now having a smoother      
service with less pupils in the dining room at any one time.  

The canteen is still available daily for all pupils who wish to have the 
full dining experience. 

The feedback has been great and a suggestion box is in place in the 
hall to monitor and adapt as needed.  

 
Our pupil feed back— 

Grab and 
go is  

amazing, I 
love it! 

Love it!  
I have     

enjoyed 
every grab 

and go! 

So much 
better, no 
waiting in 
queues! 

PLEASE SEE THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 
FOR THE NEW WEEKLY ‘GRAB & 
GO MENU 



 

KS2 EAT THEM TO 
DEFEAT THEM  

CAMPAIGN! 
 
Keep an eye out for the        
veggies taking over the dining 
room.  
 
We have launched a new menu 
and will be joining the national 
eat them to defeat them      
campaign to encourage the   
eating of vegetables in a fun 
way. More information to be 
sent out soon. 
 
Below is an example of our 
menu, find all our menus on 
the school website. 



Spirited Arts competition 
 
Do you like: 
Art (painting, drawing, sketching, etc.)   Poetry 
Photography        Dance 
Music         Drama 
Sculpture? 
 
There is a wonderful RE competition where any of the entry styles above can be used. Work 
can be entered online - or bring your entry and information to Miss Cox in Room 4 and we can 
submit your entry before 31st July 2023. Please check out the link for more information on 
what the themes of your entry should be linked to, extra information and links to previous  
winning entries. 
There are prizes to be won: 
Individual pupil winners - £20 Amazon voucher 
Paired winners - £10 Amazon voucher each 
 
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spirited-arts/spirited-arts-2023/ 

Dancing at Alton Towers 
 

On Friday 10th -Sunday 12th February 2023 I danced in the UK Street Dance competition at 
Alton Towers. I danced in the solos, duos, trios and team competitions. My team Voltage 
came 2nd in the under 10s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









Well done to the Y6 football team, they represented James Bateman in the  English Football 
League Utilita Cup ran by @stokecity. The played some great football narrowly missing out 
on a quarter final place. 

Year 7 went to play their first competitive rugby games at Congleton High School tonight. 
They split into 2 teams playing 4 matches each. They all did amazing well and were a credit 
to the school. A big well done to team 2 who were undefeated. They all can't wait for the 
next tournament in March. A big thank you to coach Jones and @congletonrufc for  
organising.  



On Tuesday 14th February, netballers from Years 6, 7 and 8, visited Newcastle under 
Lyme School, for a coaching session and mini tournament which was held in the new 
Netball Centre. 
 
The teams played with teams from Newcastle and Woodhouse and showed great 
 improvement during the event. We are all looking forward to seeing how the teams  
progress, when the netball season starts again after half term. Please see further on for 
fixture dates. 
 
A big well done to all the players! 






